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Absalom Pride Morse 
Founder 

by Sharon Stone 

Absalom 
Pride Morse 
(1784–1868) 
was born in 
Preston, 
Connecticut. 
At 21 years 
of age, he 
traveled to 
Troy, New 
York, where 
he was 
offered a  
position  
teaching at a 

young men’s academy in Easton, 
Washington County. He accepted 
the position and taught there for 
several years. While in Easton, he 
met Lydia Tallman. They married in 
1809 and began their family.  

It seems Absalom was not healthy, 
and doctors were concerned about 
the possibility of tuberculosis. They 
advised him that a move to the 
mountains would be beneficial. 
And so, in 1814, he, Lydia, and 
their three children, along with 
Absalom’s brother Asa, moved to 

Minerva:  The Town that  
Almost Wasn’t 
by Sharon Stone 

On pages 3–6 of Minerva 1817–
1967: A History of a Town in Essex 
County, NY, you will find the  
history of this tiny place we call 
home. Those four pages are a  
historical researcher’s dream. The 
data is complete, accurate, and 
accessible. The timeline, from the 
first land tract purchases to the 
earliest settlers, subdivisions, and 
sales, is all there. The research and 
time invested in documenting  

Annotated map based on the 1893 Map 
of the Tracts, Patents, and Land Grants 
of Northern New York (New York State 
Forest Commission). Totten & Crossfield 
Purchase boundary and Adirondack Park 
boundary shown for interpretive con-
text. Source: New York Heritage Digital 
Collections, Adirondack Experience Li-
brary.  

Ebenezer West Sr. 
Founder  

by Sharon Stone 

On April 3, 2017, Shaun Gillilland, 
Vice-Chairman of the Essex  
County, NY Board of Supervisors,  
presented the Town of Minerva 
with a Resolution of  
Congratulations in recognition of 
the town’s bicentennial. 

The following words were part of 
that resolution: 

“Whereas, from Minerva’s founder 
Ebenezer West, American  
Revolutionary War soldier, and his 
three sons to today’s community…” 

Ebenezer West is listed in our local 
histories as a founding father. With 
this resolution, his name is now 
part of the history of Essex County 
and affirms that he was here at the 
beginning. The origin of our town 
began with him, and its history 
continues through the generations 
of Wests who, to this day, live on 
the land acquired by Ebenezer, 
have children receiving an  
education in the school district he 
helped to build, and proudly  
continue to forge a life in a town 
that, in many ways, mirrors the  
wilderness Ebenezer tamed. 

Ebenezer was born in 1732 in 

Minerva Historical Society Quarterly Newsletter 

Absalom Pride Morse, 
early civic leader of Mi-
nerva. Restored from a 

19th-century  
photograph.  
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BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR 

A friendly call to writers,  
photographers and local history  

admirers alike:  Send us photos of 
Minerva artifacts, family photos and   

writings of yesteryear. 
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Michael Corey 
Michael Lynn  

Kate McCormick 
Julie Milner 

Cynthia Perkins 
Ronnie Silver 

Teresa Brannon Strohmeyer 
Cameron Dubay 

2025 marked a remarkable year for the Minerva Historical Society as we cel-
ebrated 100 years of Minerva schools and 70 years of preserving our town’s 
history. Our signature exhibit, Minerva Schools: A Century of Memories, 
opened on Minerva Day and brought together alumni, families, and  
community members in a joyful celebration of our shared past.  
We were honored to recognize two of Minerva’s oldest alumni—Justine 
Wells Freebern (Class of 1946) and Vernon “Pete” Jackson (Class of 1951)
during the Alumni Brunch at Donnelly Beach Pavilion. These moments re-
minded us why our work matters: to connect today’s Minerva with the gen-
erations who shaped it and carry our history into the future  
We extend our heartfelt thanks to: 

• The Town of Minerva for essential building maintenance and drainage 
upgrades 

• The Preservation League of New York State and grant partners for finan-
cial support 

• MCS, PTO, Hornbeck Boats, and other organizations for their continued 
collaboration 

• Teresa Brannon-Strohmeyer for designing our new museum banners 
• And especially our board members, volunteers, and supporters 
Your contributions—whether time, tal-
ent, or financial—made every accom-
plishment this year possible.  
Nancy Shaw—MHS President 

FINANCIAL REPORT—AS OF 12/31/2025 

Cash Accounts  

GF Operations Checking                               $ 15,146.00  

Community Bank Checking                          $   5,000.00 

Switzer Building Fund $   1,519.00  

Federal Flats Checking $   4,365.00 

Federal Flats Savings $   1,806.00  

Custodial Funds  

Vanderwhacker Tower                                 $   1,805.00  

Bi-centennial Committee                     $   5,819.00 

Investments  

Community Trust CD $    5,500.00 

Vanguard  

Operating Reserve $  54,000 

Bowie Fund $227,020.13  

Mabel Jones Scholarship Fund $  76,432.35  

On October 15, 2025, the Minerva Historical 
Society hosted a Thank You Luncheon for the 

Minerva Highway Department  

MCS 
students  
visiting 

Irishtown 
schoolhouse 
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Committee Reports  
2025 Highlights 

(Scan the QR code for the full Annual 
Committee Report) 

Finance Committee: Julie Milner 
In 2025, the Finance Committee  
focused on strengthening the  
Society’s financial foundation. Work is 
underway to complete reconciliations 
in QuickBooks, align membership data 
with PastPerfect, and ensure accurate 
tracking of designated funds and  
long-term projects. These efforts will  
provide clearer financial reporting as 
the Society moves into 2026. The  
Society secured several important 
grants this year, including a TAG 
grant, Community Fund for the Gore  
Mountain Region funding, and a  
Stewart’s sponsorship. These awards  
supported building preservation,  
program development, and  
community outreach. A finalized  
financial summary will be presented 
once reconciliations are complete. 
Fundraising: Cynthia Perkins & Julie 
Milner 
The Society held its first-ever  
Hornbeck Canoe Raffle in 2025,  
featuring a New Tricks 10’6”   
Hornbeck Boats Canoe generously 
provided at cost.  The winning ticket 
was drawn during Minerva’s Irish Day 
celebration, generating strong  
community interest and supporting  
museum exhibits and programs. At 
the December Christmas Bazaar, the 
Society also hosted its annual Holiday 
Gift Certificate Raffle, with donations 
from local businesses supporting  
museum upkeep, programming, and 
archival projects. The Society extends 
sincere thanks to all donors,  
volunteers, and participants. 
Museum: Behind the scenes, more 
than 125 historic garments were  
documented, photographed, and  
rehoused in acid-free materials. Public 
programming returned in full with an 
Early Reveal Party for retired  
educators, followed by the official 
reopening on Minerva Day and the 
launch of the Century of Memories 
exhibit. Elementary students from 
Minerva Central School toured the 

exhibit and later shared artwork and 
essays inspired by what they learned. 
Planning is underway for future  
exhibits including Foundations in 
2026, Fashion, Feminism and  
Fabulous Women in 2027, and  
Minerva Military, Maps and More in 
2028. 
Membership: Kathy Halloran 
Membership remained strong in 2025 
with 145 active members. Under the 
leadership of Significant progress was 
made modernizing membership rec-
ords through PastPerfect. Ongoing 
reconciliation with QuickBooks is im-
proving accuracy and strengthening 
the Society’s operational foundation. 
Programs: Joyce Tuffey & Katherin 
McCormick 
Programs brought history into the 
community through events such as 
the Back to School, Back to  
Community BBQ, From Chalkboards 
to Clapboards, the Baptist Cemetery 
Walk, and the Waterways to Freedom 
program in partnership with John 
Brown Lives!. Collaboration with the 
Newcomb Historical Museum  
continued, and new workshops  
focused on genealogy and everyday 
historical objects are being explored. 
Scholarship: Joyce Tuffey 
The Scholarship Committee awarded 
the Mabel Jones Scholarship to  
Addison McCall and Post-Secondary 
Awards to Kara Tucker in Nursing at 
ACC and Avery Bayse in Outdoor  
Recreation at ACC. The committee will 
continue reviewing award structures 
in 2026 to ensure accessibility and 
sustainability. 
Irishtown Schoolhouse: Teresa  
Brannon Stroymeyer 
The Irishtown Schoolhouse remained 
an active site for education and 
preservation.  
Updated historical content and  
photographs were added to the  
Society’s website, and Minerva  
Central School students visited the 
schoolhouse and St. Mary’s Cemetery 
as part of their local history studies. 
Special thanks to David McNally for 
replacing the flag and to Amy Gosline 
for documenting student visits. 

Public Relations: Sharon Stone  
In 2025, the Society published four 
ten-page issues of the Quarterly,  
balancing cost control with strong 
historical content. The Society’s  
website continued to expand with 
new School History Project materials, 
enhanced Solomon Northup re-
sources, and updates to the Federal 
Flats Cemetery page. Work also  
continued on developing a searchable 
archive of past Quarterlies. 
Social media efforts improved visual 
consistency and strengthened  
connections with alumni and donors. 
New Founders and Foundations  
resources are also being added to the 
website and shared through social 
media. 
Building and Grounds: Michael Corye 
A major milestone was reached 
through the TAG grant, which funded 
a comprehensive professional  
inspection of the museum building, 
including the Meneely bell tower. No 
mold or water damage was found, 
and extensive documentation was 
completed to support future  
preservation grants.              
Cemetery: Cynthia Perkins 
Volunteers and paid services ensured 
regular maintenance at Federal Flats 
Cemetery and other  
burial grounds. A new family  
headstone was installed, and updated 
cemetery information was added to 
both the Society’s website and the 
Town of Minerva pages. Discussions 
are underway regarding the formation 
of a Cemetery Association to support 

Membership Update 

Beginning this year, individual 
membership dues for the Minerva 
Historical Society will increase 
from $20 to $25. 

This modest adjustment helps sup-
port the growing costs of preserv-
ing and sharing Minerva’s history. 
Membership continues to include 
access to the current issue of the 
Minerva Historical Society Quarter-
ly. 

Thank you all for your continued support. 
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West— Continued from page 1 

Newport, Rhode Island.  He grew 
up in an America that was still  
under British rule.  Rhode Island 
was unusually Democratic for the 
time and was the first of the 13 
Colonies to renounce allegiance to 
the British Crown.  Its economy 
was tied heavily to the maritime 
trade and when Britain enacted 
taxes and restrictions on trade, 
Rhode Island saw it as a serious 
threat.  The first integrated  
American Regiment was formed in 
Rhode Island and it was a  
contested military zone during the 
war.   

The man Ebenezer became was 
heavily influenced by the world he 
was growing up in.   
Making your own way and the  
importance of independence were 
lessons he not only learned early, 
but grew up to fight for. He served 
in the French and Indian War  
between 1757 and 1759.   

He married Waite Carr on  
February 23, 1760 at the age of 28, 
Waite was only 18 and Ebenezer 
was not long out of his military  
service.   He and Waite purchased 
property in the Easton Point area 
of Rhode Island.  Their land  
measured only 25 by 100 feet 
which is roughly the same size as a 
modern-day mobile home.  Their 
first five children were born on 
that tiny lot.  

In 1776, Ebenezer once again  
entered military service.  He was 
commissioned as an Ensign in the 
2nd Battalion of Continental Line 
and one year later was promoted 
to 1st Lieutenant.  He was  
cashiered from service on July 9, 
1778.  He served continuously  
during those early critical years of 
the Revolution including that  
horrible winter at Valley Forge.  
Rhode Island regiments were 
attached to the main Continental 

After that, the trail goes quiet once 
more. The next confirmed records 
place Ebenezer in Minerva around 
1800, leaving a stretch of years 
between 1782 and 1800 that has 
yet to be accounted for. 

Ebenezer purchased 414 acres of 
land in Minerva, which he later 
sold to his sons prior to his death 
in 1822 at the age of ninety. His 
sons Nathan and William came to 
Minerva from the Hartford and 
Granville area—the same region 
from which Minerva’s founder  
Alfred White originated. Ebenezer 
Jr. and William also came to  
Minerva, while Joseph followed 
from the Granville area in 1825. 
Nathan and Joseph were the only 
two sons who remained in  
Minerva until their deaths and are 
buried in the Baptist Cemetery.   

Ebenezer was 70 years old when 
he arrived in Minerva.  He had 
lived through two wars, helped to 
found towns and raised a family 
during difficult times.  Other than 
his land purchase and arrival in  
Minerva, there are not a lot of  
records about his time in Minerva.  
He was at the end of his circle and 
the only business he needed to 
worry about was to ensure that his 
family was cared for.  He did that 
as many did in those times through 
the purchase and passing on of 
land.  He did this in an area that 
was newly settled and looking for 
people with vision and leadership.  
By coming to Minerva when and 
how he did, he not only helped to 
found Minerva, but he gave his 
sons the opportunity to carry on 
the legacy he built throughout his 
life.   

Nearly three centuries after his 
birth, there are still Wests in  
Minerva, a testament to a legacy 
built quietly, through land, family, 
and endurance. 

Army and it is probable that 
Ebenezer suffered with the other 
soldiers during that time.  

At the time of his dismissal from 
military service, Newport, Rhode 
Island was under British   
occupation. When he returned 
home, Ebenezer would have been 
living under the authority of the 
very people he had been fighting 
for independence against. His  
family may also have been at risk 
during this period. 

Ebenezer and Waite both had  
family connections in the Litchfield 
and Goshen area of Connecticut, 
and they purchased land there and 
moved away from Rhode Island. 
They remained in Connecticut until 
1782, when Ebenezer sold all of his 
land there, along with the  
remaining property he held in 
Rhode Island. He then moved his 
family to Vershire, Vermont, 
where other branches of the West 
family had already settled. 

Despite creating a period of  
stability in Connecticut, Ebenezer 
sold all of his land there in 1782, 
just four years after his arrival. 
What happened next is less clear. 
No surviving records document 
where he and Waite lived immedi-
ately after leaving Connecticut, 
leaving a frustrating gap in the  
story. 

The record picks up again in  
Vershire, Vermont, which was 
newly settled at the time. Vershire 
held its first town meeting in 1783, 
shortly after Ebenezer became a 
resident. At that meeting, he was 
elected selectman. A second 
meeting followed the next day, 
where he was chosen town clerk 
and treasurer, as well as surveyor 
of highways. During this period, he 
also became the first  
representative from Vershire to 
the Vermont Legislature. 
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Minerva’s past deserve  
acknowledgment. While the  
author or authors are not  
specifically named, the Society 
credits Richard Giovine in the  
foreword for his work researching 
the town’s topography and history. 

As helpful and important as that 
historical outline is, it is not  
Minerva’s story. It does not touch 
the lives or hearts of the people 
who came first, or those who are 
still here. The story of Minerva and 
her people runs deeper than facts. 
Its roots run through the soil, are 
visible in the architecture, and are 
preserved in our memories. Where 
did we come from? How did we 
end up here? What compelled our 
founding families to settle in this 
place, why did they stay, and what 
do those stories tell us about  
ourselves? 

In 2026, America will celebrate its 
Semiquincentennial. Communities 
across the country are being  
encouraged to look back to the  
Revolutionary War and reflect on 
how they contributed to the  
nation’s founding. Many will honor 
soldiers, battles, and patriotic 
founding fathers. Their journey 
from the war to the present day 
will be easily traced and has likely 
already been written and  
presented many times. Their pride 
in our country’s story will be on full 
display. 

Minerva cannot do that. She did 
not exist before or during the  
Revolutionary War. Her founding 
families were living elsewhere, 
fighting for America’s independ-
ence in other  towns. 
Minerva was not even a blip on 
their radar during the war. It is  
entirely possible that the stories of 
some of our founding families will 
be told as part of other  

communities’ semi quincentennial 
celebrations. 

Those families could not have 
known that the war which  
guaranteed America’s independ-
ence almost cost Minerva her  
future. 

In 1771, five years before America 
gained her independence, Joseph 
Totten and Stephen Crossfield, 
along with twenty-five other  
investors, purchased more than 
one million acres of land from the  
Mohawk Indigenous peoples in 
northern NY for £1,135, roughly 
$5,000 at the time. That works out 
to about half a penny per acre. 
When adjusted to modern dollars, 
the price comes to roughly twenty 
cents per acre. Even by the  
standards of the eighteenth  
century, the price was remarkably 
cheap. 

At the time, New York City was 
bursting at the seams. It was  
becoming a major point of entry, 
and smart men were making  
money hand over fist. They  
needed an outlet for their wealth, 
and investing in land offered what  
appeared to be a safe option. Land 
ownership brought political  
influence, access to valuable  
natural resources, especially  
timber, and the promise of  
long-term appreciation. The British 
Crown encouraged such  
purchases, making land specula-
tion feel like a certainty rather 
than a risk. 

While the purchase transaction 
had been completed, America was 
still under British rule, and large 
land transactions required      
approval from the Crown. Totten 
and Crossfield had been sitting on 
the land, waiting for that approval, 
for four years when the war broke 
out in 1775, putting what they  

Minerva— Continued from page 1 

Minerva— Continued on page 7 

believed to be a guaranteed  
investment at risk. 

Had Britain won the war, the  
timeline of Minerva’s beginnings 
would likely have unfolded much 
as it eventually did. But that is not 
what happened. America won the 
war, and any land purchase that 
had not received the British 
Crown’s approval was effectively 
voided. The land reverted to the 
State of New York, leaving inves-
tors in limbo, uncertain whether 
they had made a fortune or lost 
everything. 

This is the moment when  
Minerva’s future was called into 
question. New York State’s  
decision on how to move forward, 
with hundreds of investors and 
millions of acres of land now in  
legal limbo, would determine the 
fate of this small piece of heaven. 

New York State had aggressively 
promoted land speculation. While 
Totten and Crossfield were among 
the larger investors, they were by 
no means the only ones. The state 
now had a mess on its hands and 
needed to determine the least  
disruptive way forward. It was not 
dealing solely with land tied up in 
incomplete patents; lands and  
estates seized from British  
Loyalists had also been thrown  
into the mix, adding millions more 
acres that needed to be sorted 
out. 

The state faced a choice. It could 
relitigate every land transaction, or 
it could legitimize the original  
patents under the new  
government. Circumstances  
dictated the decision. Both the 
state and the nation were  
struggling to build a new  
government, and coffers were 
empty after the cost of war.  
Honoring the patents was both 
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 Morse—Continued from page 1 

Minerva, NY. There were already 
Tallmans living in Dominick (later 
Minerva), including Lydia’s father 
Abner, offering the newly arrived 
family a sense of home. 

Absalom bought 50 acres of land 
next to his father-in-law’s property 
on what is now known as  
Fourteenth Road. His property, Lot 
15, was the furthest along  
Fourteenth Road that any settle-
ment had yet reached. He built a 
log home there, where he and  
Lydia eventually raised eleven  
children. 

At the time that Absalom and Lydia 
moved to Dominick (later  
Minerva), the settlement was still 
part of the Town of Schroon.  
Absalom quickly became an  
advocate for separating the  
settlement, motivated by a need 
for local control over roads and 
governance. He saw this vision  
become a reality three years later, 
in 1817.  

The first town meeting was held on 
April 1st, 1817, and Absalom was 
appointed the very first town  
supervisor. Not long after that 
meeting, Absalom changed the 
name of the town from Dominick 
to Minerva. 

Is it any surprise that he chose to 
name the new town after the  
Goddess of Wisdom, known for 
wisdom, intelligence, ingenuity, 
civics, and education? All qualities 
that were imbued in him as a 
young man growing up in a newly 
formed country. 

Absalom was a very learned man 
for his time. Along with being a 
teacher, he was also a Land Agent 
and Surveyor. In 1823 he was  
appointed by the heirs of Francis 
Dominick to sell land in Minerva. 
From 1825–1826 he served as a 
land agent for John Ireland of New 

York City, which allowed him to 
manage portions of the Totten & 
Crossfield Purchase lands,  
especially Township 14. He  
surveyed and sold hundreds of 
acres throughout the region. 

He also had mapmaking skills, and 
the maps he created are among 
the earliest documentation of  
Minerva’s developing road system. 

Along with his surveying and 
teaching abilities, he had some 
training in medicine. It is believed 
that he attended Dartmouth  
College for medical study,  
although no records have been 
found confirming his graduation. 
He was likely the first person in  
Minerva with any formal medical 
knowledge, and he passed that 
knowledge on to his son Orson. 
Both were known for setting  
broken bones, extracting teeth, 
treating injuries, and offering basic 
care during illness. 

In 1836, twenty-two years after 
moving to Minerva, Absalom and 
Lydia purchased land at the  
crossroads of what are now A.P. 
Morse Memorial Highway, 
Townshed Road, and Longs Hill 
Road. There, Absalom built the 
main house, which still stands to-
day. Once home to the Morse  
family for generations, the building 
has been carefully maintained, a 
visible reminder of the durability 
of early Minerva homes.  

From the moment he arrived in 
Minerva, Absalom set out to be a 
changemaker. His civic mindedness 
meant he was well liked and  
respected as Town Supervisor, a 
role he held for nine terms. Along 
with that important position, he 
also served multiple times as  
Justice of the Peace, Commissioner 
of Schools, Town Clerk, and  
Minerva’s first Postmaster. He was 

also Vice President of the Essex 
County Agricultural Society for  
several years and acted as a local 
agent for the Glens Falls  
Messenger newspaper, taking  
subscriptions for the community. 

His civic-mindedness held true in 
matters of faith as well. He was an 
active member of the Minerva 
Baptist Church and served as its 
clerk for many years. He was an 
ordained deacon, a role he fulfilled 
from 1835 to 1868. It was Absalom 
who led the effort to build a new 
Baptist meeting house in 1848. 

Absalom passed in 1868 at the age 
of 84. His legacy, however, still 
lives on. He and Lydia’s eleven  
children married into other  
founding families, weaving the 
Morse line through the fabric of  

the town.                               
There are still Morses living in  
Minerva today, and there are 
probably few generational families 
in town who can’t trace their  
lineage back to a Morse ancestor.  

In the old highway records we find that 
Walter Kellogg was paid for driving a 

tractor with a plow in 1929. This picture 
was taken at the four corners in 

Olmstedville, c. 1932; Courtney’s apart-
ment house and Fred Johnson’s store are 

in the background.  

The 
Record 
Post. 

Thursday 
Dec. 6, 
1923 
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expedient and profitable, as the 
state charged various fees to  
reclaim and legitimize the land. 

Totten and Crossfield applied for 
and received their patents,  
thereby securing their investment 
and Minerva’s future. 

Minerva’s story reminds us that 
while America’s founding may 
have begun on battlefields, it was 
built in the growth of towns like 
Minerva, whose identity began 
and grew from the foundations 
that came with independence and 
continued through the hard work 
and perseverance of founding  
families. 

Families like the West’s, Joneses, 
Hills, Talbots, Morses, Whites, and 
Shaws, who came to Minerva in 
the early 1800s, thirty years after 
Totten and Crossfield made their 
investment, became our founding 
families, the families whose sto-
ries we celebrate today.   

Minerva may have begun as an 
investment, but it became so 
much more. 

Editor’s Note: The 2026 theme for 
the Society and Museum is  
Founders and Foundations. Over 
the next few Quarterlies, we will 
be highlighting our founding  
families and the growth of our 
town, bringing our history into the  
future with perhaps a slightly 
different perspective, while  
exploring the questions raised at 
the beginning of this article.  In 
this edition, we look at founders 
Ebenezer West and Absalom 
Morse.  Ebenezer came to create 
opportunity for his family,  
Absalom came for his health.  
Both left their mark and both are 
remembered.   

Memories of the Four Corners 
Winter Fun 

by Bill Barnes & Mike McSweeney 

In 1395, long before Minerva and 
people were even a blink on the 
radar, Geoffrey Chaucer wrote the 
words, “Time and tide wait for no 
man.” Those words, part of his 
Canterbury Tales, have not only 
survived the test of time but, more 
than 600 years later, became part 
of John C. Maxwell’s leadership 
teachings in;f the early 2000s.  
Maxwell taught that while change 
is inevitable, growth is optional. 

Change and time, both  
unstoppable, bring with them 
many joys and  sadnesses that fill 
our lives and our hearts. They also 
bring stories, stories that bind  
families and communities  
together. Any family or community 
gathering inevitably fills with  
memories of past times and hopes 
for future glories. 

Time has marched through  
Minerva and Olmstedville, bringing 
change with it. If you talk to any of 
our elderly community members, 
their stories often center around 
buildings and families that are no 
longer here, or that have changed 
so much they are almost  
unrecognizable. 

Take the Four Corners in 
Olmstedville, for example. The 
apartment building owned by 
Doug McCall has been there since 
before 1845, changing hands and 
purposes many times over as did 
the building across the street 
owned by Mike Kelly. 

Sullivan’s Store has a history of its 

own. While the business has  
endured, the original building did 
not. Nearby, the site of today’s 
Courtney Park was once home to a 
large hotel known as the Alpine. 
That hotel burned, was rebuilt, and 
burned again. It was later replaced 
by an apartment building that was 
eventually demolished by the 
town, clearing the way for the park 
enjoyed today.  

Bill Barnes spoke about growing up 
on the Four Corners in 1994. Bill is 
no longer with us, but many of his 
stories survived and are preserved 
in our Quarterlies. He recalled 
neighborhood children playing in 
the streets, dirt roads back then, 
because there were very few cars 
passing through. His favorite 
memory was winter sliding. One 
favorite spot was Mill Hill, where 
children would slide from  
Sullivan’s Store all the way to the 
dam. His favorite run, however, 
was sliding underneath Johnson’s 
Store, now McCall’s apartment 
building, and coming out on the 
other side of Church Road behind 
the Alpine Hotel. Yes, there is a 
stream that runs directly under 
that building and beneath the road 
as well. 

That same story was told again 22 
years later by Mike McSweeney, 
who recalled making that same 
trip with Keith Iversen and Jimmy 
Strohmeyer. The town, he said, 
would pile snow near where Phil 
Wilson lives, creating snowbanks 
12 to 14 feet high. The children 
would build snow forts in those 
piles, complete with escape  
hatches in the back that led 
straight to the brook. Yes, Mike 
admits, there were crashes into 
the rocks on the Courtney Park 
side of the sledding trail. He also 
remembers creating the 
Olmstedville Morse Code, which 
he and his friends, all living on the 
Corners, used to plan activities for 
the next day. 

Minerva— Continued from page 5 

Alpine Hotel—1916 
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 Memories of the Four Corners 

Robert Garrow 

by Matthew Kelly and Marie Pacetta 

Marie Pacetta tells the story of the 
manhunt for Robert Garrow when 
it came to Olmstedville.  She was 
sitting on her porch with two of 
her younger nephews when a  
helicopter flew overhead.  The 
boys were quite excited until they 
turned on the radio and heard 
about the search for Garrow.   
Marie took the boys up to Bob and 
Floss Savarie’s for safety.  Marie 
recalls that all the businesses on 
the four corners were manned by 
the police who had blockaded the 
road and were stopping all traffic.   

Matthew Kelly recalls the event a 
bit differently.  He was working at 
Sullivans Store at the time when 
he heard the helicopter and saw 
two police cars pull up.  When the 
officers got out, one had an M16 
and one had a shotgun.   
The helicopter landed in the field 
behind where Brandon Dunbar 
now lives.  Matthew walked up to 
“check out the bird” and was told 
not to touch it.  He also recalls that 
Garrow was believed to be driving 
a white Pontiac Tempest and a  
local man who had a similar look-
ing vehicle drove through the 
roadblock creating quite a stir.   
Around that time Matthew says 
the corners were a two way stop 
but the light was never on because 
it interfered with the TV reception 
in the area.  Both of Matthew’s 
brothers Tom and Joe were in  
automobile accidents at the  
corners when other drivers drove 
through the stop because the light 
was not on.  Tom was driving his 
mothers car and Joe was driving 
his fathers car.  It was decided that 
it was probably a good idea to 
keep the light on. 
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Fresca Sr,. Gregory J.  
Dec. 8. 2024 

Galaway Jr., John W.  
Jan. 29, 1937 to Dec. 22, 2024 

Hornbeck,  Ann M.  
May 12, 1948 – Jul. 31, 2025 

Liberty, Arthur J.  
Sep 25, 1941—Dec. 16, 2024 

Minder, Marcia A  
Mar. 6, 1926—Jun. 13, 2025 

Mitchell, Nellie I.  

Nov 5, 1944—Jan 11, 2025 

Moriarty, Patricia  

May 30, 1935 – Jun. 16, 2025 
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Apr 20,1952 – Feb 28, 2025 Vondrak, 

Catharine (Kitty)  
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Philip F. Johnson  
March 4, 1934—October 14, 2025 
Philip F. Johnson, 91, of State Route 28N 
passed away peacefully Tuesday, Oct. 14, 
2025, at Elderwood Nursing &  
Rehabilitation Center following a brief 
illness. Born March 4, 1934, in Worcester, 
Mass., he was the son of the late Fritz A. 
and Martha (Berg) Johnson.                 
He was a graduate of Shrewsbury High 
School and Clark University and a member 
of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. He  
continued his graduate work at the  
University of Oregon. 
He proudly served his country in the U. S. 
Marine Corps with the 4th Marines in Asia 
from 1953 to 1956, earning the rank of 
Sergeant. He was awarded the Korean 
Service Medal, the United Nations Service 
Medal, and the National Service Medal, 
and finished his military service with five 
years of Reserves. 
He was a member of American Legion 
Post 629, serving as Post Commander and 
Commander of Warren County. He was a 
life member of the Korean War Veterans 
Association and Marine Corps League. Phil 
was a 32-degree Mason, Valley of Boston, 
55-year member of Morning Star Lodge in 
Worcester, and joint member of 425  
Warrensburg Royal Arch Mason 325 and a 
Shriner in Boston and Troy. Phil worked as 
assessor for the town of Minerva for over 
30 years. In his early years, he was an 
industrial salesman, traveling the eastern 
part of the United States and eastern  
Canada. 
Besides his parents, he is predeceased by 
a sister, Ann Johnson Rowe; nephew, 
Robert G. Rowe; and a companion, Gloria 
Baroudi. 
He is survived by two nephews, Lawrence 
Rowe and his wife, Terry, and Brian Rowe 
and his wife, Caroline; as well as a  
grand-niece, Meredith Rowe. 
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St. Mary’s Cemetery, learning 
from Patrick Strohmyer  
Photo Courtesy of Amy Gosline 



 10 

 

 
   Minerva Historical Society 
   PO Box 1 
   Minerva, NY 12851 

Grades K–4 students from Minerva Central School visited the Minerva Historical Society Museum in  
September as part of a field trip connected to this year’s exhibit, Minerva Schools: A Century of Memories, 
1925–2025. Students were invited to draw and write about something from the exhibit that captured their 
interest. 

Artwork and essays were collected by classroom teachers and reviewed by the MHS Essay Contest Com-
mittee. First, second, and third place winners were selected for each grade, with several ties reflecting the 
creativity and effort of the students. 

As in past years, winners received Certificates of Merit and small cash prizes: first place ($5), second place 
($3), and third place ($2). 

An awards celebration was held at Minerva Central School on November 7, 2025. More than 20 parents, 
grandparents, and guests attended, along with MHS President Nancy W. Shaw, who presented certificates to 
each student. Photographs were taken by Sharon Stone, and refreshments were provided by Joyce Tuffey, 

MHS K-4 Essay Contest Winners for 2025 

Kindergarten 
1st – Torryn Evans 
2nd – Nova Dunbar 
3rd – Penelope Kushi  

Grade 1 
1st – Raelynn Dunbar 
2nd (Tie) – Forest Clark,  
Regina Zink 
3rd – Oaklynn Bentley  

Grade 2 
1st – Ava Graves 
2nd – Connor O’Hara 
3rd (Tie) – Student Name 
withheld,  Mason Barney  

Grade 3 
1st – Aurora Nichols 
2nd – Lincoln Proctor 
3rd – Mason Graves  

Grade 4 
1st – Sawyer Badgley 
2nd (Tie) – Tristyn Greg-
ory, Gemma McNally 
3rd – Jaxon Hodges  

Students’ drawings reflected a wide range of interests. Several depicted parents discovered in old yearbooks, 
others illustrated the Minerva Central School building and its additions, and many focused on class rings,  
tassels, and Block “M” memorabilia. One unexpected highlight was a canine skull and collar found beneath 
the museum foundation, which inspired several imaginative drawings and descriptions. 

Special thanks to Ashley Ordway, Pre-K/K teacher, for organizing the annual field trip and awards  
celebration. 


