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CLASS HISTORY OF ‘25
by Harold Thomas

One bright September morning
four years ago, Olmstedville saw
this class of 1925 going in all direc-
tions like leaves before a wind all

bound for neighboring high
schools, for in 1921 Olmstedville
had no high school.

That morning as we left
Olmstedville we were mere chil-
dren, today we leave Olmstedville
High School young men and wom-
en.

The towns where we attended
school for the first year were
strange, the people stranger and
our accomplishments, however

History—continued on page 4

“MINERVA SCHOOLS”
A CENTURY OF MEMORIES
(1925 - 2025)

The Minerva Historical Society
(MHS), Minerva School alumni,
and Minerva Central School staff
have joined forces to prepare for
the 100th-anniversary celebration
of Minerva Schools. Two meetings
have been held to date and were
filled with energy, ideas and com-
mitment to celebrate the rich edu-
cational history in our community.

After much discussion, “Minerva
Schools” A Century of Memories
(1925 - 2025) was decided up-
on. This theme will help to deter-
mine the events and projects de-
veloped throughout the year to
engage alumni and community
members in this celebration.

It is apparent that our alumni are
going to play an important role
through providing their memories
and stories which will help us to
generate rich and meaningful dis-
plays, projects and events. The
Alumni Committee will be working
to update their database which
includes a memorial listing of de-
ceased graduates. Alumni repre-
sentatives from each graduating
class will be reaching out to class-

Century—continued on page 5

CLASS OF 1925

Roselle Ryan
Helen Barnes
Jack Sullivan,
Helen Cronin,

Front Row L to right:
Dillon, Ernest Havron,
Back Row L to right:

Harold Thomas,
Robert Blackburn

Roselle Ryan Dillon was the
daughter of Mary Anne O’Donnell-
Ryan and James Ryan. Her mother
Mary Anne was a teacher of Clar-
ence Jones in District #2. Roselle
married and moved to Newcomb.
See poem by Roselle on page 13.

Ernest Havron played basketball
on the first boys basketball team
Ernest wired the Dougherty-
Donahue house on main street in
Olmstedville.
St. Ange Store
and house was
across the

street where John Logie Baird 0
classes V\_/ere S i
held until the television system
spring floods

me.
Class of 1925—continued on page 5
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Greetings Everyone
The Society has lots of exciting news to share for 2025.

The Museum theme this year will be Minerva Schools — A Century of Mem-
oires: 1925 -2 0 2E%ents are in the works for this celebration. Please see
the article beginning on page 1 for more information.

The Minerva Volunteer Fire Department is celebrating its 75" anniversary.
Cameron Dubay is working on the history of the department. If you have
memorabilia or stories to share, please reach out to him.

Our Historical Society turns 70 this year. The Quarterly has been in publica-
tion for 54 of those years. We hope that you enjoy this issue which focuses

on the Class of 2025 as well as some history on what education was like for

high school students in Minerva, both prior to the formation of Olmstedville
High/Union School and during its early years.

There will be more history and information on upcoming events in future
issues of the Quarterly as well as on our website and social media.

If you have stories, photos or other memorabilia to share please contact
Cynthia Perkins at mhsmuseumdirector@gmail.com or 518-494-7193.
Happy New Year

MHS President

Nancy W. Shaw




HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL
MEETING
OCTOBER 29, 2024

The Minerva Historical Society held
its annual meeting on October 29,
2024, at the Minerva Community
Center. Here's a summary of key
updates and plans discussed dur-
ing the meeting:

1 President@Report:

0 The 100-year anniversary of
Minerva’s first graduating class in
1925 is underway. A dedicated
committee is planning events, in-
cluding recording stories from past
students.

0 Treasurer@Report:

0 The proposed 2025 budget was
presented but tabled due to the
lack of a quorum.

0 Grant applications for 2025
include:

i Capital Improvement Grant

[ Technical Assistance Grant

[ Additional fallback grants if
needed.

[ The society’s Vanguard ac-
counts are performing well, with
plans to let funds grow for five
years.

| Committee Reports:

0 Cemetery:

i 2 plots sold, 4 cremations, and
2 burials this year.

| Winter projects include digitiz-
ing interment records and up-
dating Find-a-Grave.

[ Mike Corey will refurbish the

worn cemetery sign.

I Ann Dunkley’s grandson will
remove an overgrown tree.

[ Museum:

| Over 60 quilts were displayed,
with K—4 students from MCS con-
tributing drawings and essays.

[ The museum is now closed for
the season and has been winter-
ized.

|  Programs:

| Four programs were held in
2024, including a barn quilt work-
shop.

[ Plans for 2025 include:

| “Math Through the Ag-
es” (focusing on historical math
education in Minerva).

[ Programs centered on the
cemetery and school themes.

[ Scholarship:

[ Scholarships were awarded to
Kara Tucker ($3,000), and Shelby
Tuller (57,000 Mabel Jones Schol-
arship).

| Quarterly, Website, and Social
Media:

[ All quarterlies were distribut-
ed, with the October issue delayed
due toillness.

[ Anew blog section has been
added to the website, and email
updates now have a more visually
appealing format.

| Efforts continue to transition
most members to digital delivery
to reduce costs.

[ Building and Grounds:

[ Museum painting and small
repairs are planned, with grants

being explored to offset costs.

| Schoolhouse:

SLATE OF OFFICERS

We have three open trustee seats.
§ Joyce TuffeyH N HH T H N

§ Kathy HalloranH N HH N H N
These remain open seats. We
are looking for people interest-
ed in becoming MHS Trustees.
Terms run for three years.

§ MichaellynnH N H-H 1 H
Mike will be running for a 2nd
term for this seat

TRUSTEE REMAINING TERMS

Kate McCormick

2023025
§ Julie Milner
2023025
§ Cynthia Perkins
2023025
§ Michael Corey
2022026
§ Ronnie Silver
2022026
§ Teresa Brannon Strohmeyer
2022026

OFFICERS AND TERMS
§ President: Nancy Shaw

20242026

§ Vice President: Ronnie Silver
20242026

§ Secretary: Sharon Stone
20242026

§ Treasurer: Julie Milner
2022026
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were strangest. We didn’t tell
much about them to anyone, ex-
cept that we learned to tell a
grasshopper from a frog when we
saw them.

Thus, we will let the sun go down
on our first year in high school

As the sun rose on the second Sep-
tember morning it seemed bright-
er to us than on the previous year,
for we were united and going to
attend a first and second year high
school in Olmstedville. There were
things which occurred in that won-
derful old school building which
we will never forget. The old
doors were knocked from their
hinges a few times but always
hastily repaired with a stick of
wood for a hammer and a few
shingle nails and all was O.K. again
when Mr. Keenan returned from
lunch. | think ink was thrown but
once, for we could not get it all
rubbed out and it was seen by him.
During the first period in the win-
ter mornings we were never asked
to do our work in ink for it took
about half an hour to thaw it out
so that it could be used. It would
take pages to relate all that hap-
pened in that grand old second
year, so we will just hold the rest
in our memories until at last per-
haps it will fade from us. That year
under our good pilot our accom-
plishments were great for not one
of use missed a subject.

On the third September morning
we were already to go again for we
had been told that Mr. Keenan was
coming back and that we would
soon have a new high school to
enter, but until that was finished
we were to attend St. Onges Acad-
emy. So when we saw the chick-
ens out in the morning we realized
that it was near school time and all
gathered at St. Onges. As we
crossed the walk to enter the
building we had to be careful lest
we fall into the brook which
flowed under the house. The

floors were slanting and it was a
difficult problem for those who
had no rubber heals to keep from
sliding down on Mr. Keenan’s
desk. It was cold and damp in the
building, and not once that day did
the sun visit us. Thus ended our
first day at the academy; many
similar ones followed. With the
fall rains we were nearly washed
away once or twice so they gave us
a transfer down to Bradley’s Uni-
versity, where we found it more
comfortable. Here we stayed until
Christmas, when we gave a play
and entered the new high school.

We were delighted to get in the
new building and it meant much to
us. The heating apparatus was
poor, but with overcoats on and by
drawing the old desks close to-
gether we managed to keep from
freezing. When the new desks
came | am sure it was a comfort to
us and we could accomplish more.

That year guided by Mr. Keenan
and Miss Shanahan our results
after all our moving were again
successful.

The fourth and last September
morning came before we realized
it and we all united for this last
year. This year we have worked
under more favorable conditions
and the time has slipped away.

Our class rings came and what a
time we had showing them to eve-
ryone. | guess all know what they
look like. For about a week we
showed them to everyone we met
and every time we met them.

How those sophomores and fresh-
men did envy us!

Then came the great collection of
library books.

For about a week it was so quiet
that you hear a fly as he walked on
the window. During the noon
hours pupils were sitting on the
floor, in corners and back of doors,
all with their noses stuck in a book.

| wouldn’t have blamed Mr. Kee-
nan if he had ordered more to
keep us still.

The freshmen attempted to run
our affairs but saw they couldn’t.
The sophomores didn’t know us at
first but now they wish they had. If
either of them have as good a class
as this one, they will have to step
along.

The time has gone fast, friends,
and it does not seem long ago that
we left Olmstedville for our first
year in high. For four years the
sun has been shining brightly
down on us. But at the close of
our examinations as we gazed to-
ward the west we noticed that the
sun was sinking fast and twilight
was gathering. We all seemed to
be dreaming of those happy years
and looked for a long time until
only one lone ray shone above the
horizon. It was then we turned
away for we were certain it was
closing the first chapter of our
lives.

SHERMAN COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE

Before there was high school in
Minerva, it was necessary for
those who wished to pursue an
education beyond the 8th grade to
go away to school. One of the
places to which they could go was
Sherman Collegiate Institute in
Moriah, NY. also known as Sher-
man Academy.

Some of those from Minerva who
attended were Mary Ryan, Richard
Lynch, Margaret, Alice, Frank and
Henry Mallon, Harry and Joseph
Wilson, Mary Ann O'Donnell, Mary
Ellen Kelso and Charles E. Shevlin.
Also Lillian Butler, Manila Peck,
Frank Gallagher, Anna McGinn and
Adda Barnes.

MHS Quarterly: Jan 1975 p. 7




Class of 1925—continued from page 1

Helen Barnes attended Corinth
Training Class in 1925-26, and
taught one year in the one-room
school on the Gore. She attended
Potsdam State and St. Rose, and
received a Permanent Certificate
for Special Subjects. Helen taught
music at Minerva Central School
for thirty-nine and a half years and
retired in 1970. It is thought that

Harold Thomas: The curtain fell
for Harold in November of 1974 at
the age of 67. Harold did not actu-
ally live in the Olmstedville/
Minerva school district but just
over the Minerva/Pottersville bor-
der. Harold may have attended
Olmstedville High School (OHS)
because there was not a high
school in Pottersville or because he

Helen wrote the Class of 1 9 2 5lived closer to OHS. He remained

class song which became the Alma
Mater for Minerva Central School.
Helen passed in November of 1993
at 88 years of age.

Jack Sullivan was the son of Eliza-
beth (Bessie) Talbot Sullivan and
John Sullivan. Bessie was a found-
ing member of the Minerva Histor-
ical Society and John ran Sullivans
Store for many years. Jack passed
away on May 3, 1979.

Harold Thomas: See “The History
of the Class of 1 9 2 &n"page 1
and the editor’s note on page 5.

Helen Cronin-Whelehan was the
daughter of Michael Cronin, owner
of Aiden Lair Hotel in Minerva, NY.
In September 1901, Mike Cronin
was the final driver in a three team
relay horse and buggy that trans-
ported Vice President Theodore
Roosevelt, in the night darkness, to
an awaiting train in North Creek,
NY . It is there Teddy Roosevelt
learned of the death of President
William McKinley and he was to be
sworn in as President. Helen
passed in Oct. of 2000 at the age
of 92.

Robert Blackburn was elected sec-
retary of the Olmstedville High
School Alumni Association at the
same 1933 meeting where Harold
Thomas was elected Treasurer. He
died on April 15, 1977 at the age of
70.

in Pottersville for his adult life
where he was very active. An arti-
cle in the North Creek Enterprise
on July 6, 1933, reports on the an-
nual banquet of the Minerva Alum-
ni Association. At that banquet,
Harold was elected as treasurer of
the Association. In the July 1987
MHS Newsletter, Harold is listed as
being a truck driver during the
building of the new Minerva Cen-
tral School building. Harold wrote
this history shortly before gradu-
ating from OHS and it was pub-
lished in the 1975 yearbook shortly
after his death.
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Century—continued from page 1

mates, encouraging them to partic-
ipate in the festivities and to con-
tribute memorabilia for the muse-
um display.

Although the events calendar has
yet to be finalized, the plan is to
host a variety of new as well as
beloved events. The June 2025
graduation ceremony will play an
important role in kicking off the
festivities. Our beloved Minerva
Day celebration will include several
activities highlighting this special
anniversary. The traditional Alum-
ni Brunch will be held at the Mi-
nerva Lake Pavilion and hopefully
we will be enjoying the MCS Alum-
ni Band during the parade. Other
possible activities include

Video clips of alumni
memories

IMCS Back to School BBQ

fTours of the building
fOpportunities to honor the oldest
alumni

{[Guided bus tours of former one-
room schoolhouses

sharing

9iSelf guided tours with maps.

The museum exhibit will be cen-
tered around this theme as
well. Please see page ....for more
information from Cynthia Perkins,
Museum Director. She will be
looking for your help in locating
and borrowing memorabilia as well
as some other exciting possibili-
ties.

The committee is determined to
make this centennial celebration
both meaningful and memorable.
Updates on plans will be shared in
future newsletters, Social Media
and email blasts. Alumni are en-
couraged to start gathering their
memorabilia for display. As the
community comes together to cel-
ebrate its past, Minerva’s 100-year
legacy of learning promises to
shine brightly in 2025.



BRADLEY ACADAMY
by Rita Sullivan Montgomery
January 1988 Quarterly Issue

When | think back about my school
days, what | seem to remember
most vividly was the three years
spent at what we kids referred to
as "Mag Bradley's Academy". As
the main school (now Blackburn's)
was so over crowded, it was decid-
ed to move the 4th, 5th, and 6th
grades to the building that was
later Strohmeyer’'s Store and is
now the Country Diner and Deli.
Helen Shevlin was the teacher. For
heat we had a large potbelly coal
stove which Edward Powers start-
ed each morning. Helen told me
recently that her greatest fear was
that it would explode, but she nev-
er let us know this fear. On cold,
wintry days we used to sit around
this stove on benches. Water was
in a pail with a dipper in it that one
of the boys got from somewhere.

If we were good, some of us were
allowed to go to the back room or
even venture out to a back balcony
that ran the length of the buildings
(now removed) between the
school room and Mag Bradley's
house. | remember this balcony as
being ten or fifteen feet above the
ground with a low railing. After
working so many years in the In-
surance Business, | shudder to
think what today's underwriters
would have thought of that liabil-
ity. To go to the bathroom, an out-
house, we had to go across the
balcony and down a flight of stairs,
| can still remember a calendar out
there advertising KETTENBACK'S
store in Chestertown. In the win-
ter the boys used to slide down a
chute between the school room
and a building of Galusha's since
removed. It's amazing, but | do

not recall anyone ever getting hurt.
In the spring and fall we played
across the road by the church.

| have often thought that in spite
of these primitive surroundings we
had as good an education as you
would today in a modern environ-
ment.

VAUDEVILLE SHOW

AT

; BRADLEY'S HALL
OLMSTEDVILLE,N.Y.

WEDNESDAY EVENING
AUGUST 2, 1916

AT 8 0°CLOCK

TICKETS AT DOOR 35 CENTS
A Dance to Follow

AdinTi conderoga Sentin

Donnelly -Clifford
From the Warrensburg News of
Oct. 10, 1901.

The wedding of Thomas Don-
nelly and Lucy Clifford took
place on Tuesday, October 1,
1901, with the Rev. Fr. O'Brien
officiating. The bride, attired

in a dress of white silk mull,

was attended by her niece
Lillian Clifford of Saratoga
Springs.

Mr. Donnelly was attended by
his brother Edward. A wedding
dinner for relatives was
served at the home of the

bride and in the evening
there was a reception in St
Onge's Hall.

ST. ONGES ACADEMY

by Molly Maguire
January 1988 Quarterly Issue

My memories of entering St-
Onge's Academy in September,
1924 were at the time exciting but
| was scared and in awe as | was a
freshman in high school. It was
frightening to be in the same room
with the upper classmen. | was
afraid of making a mistake and of
being laughed at, and of course, |
wanted to make a good impres-
sion.

The building was across the road
from my house. So many trips
were made home by all to get
warm, a drink of water or a cookie
Mom always had ready. There was
a boardwalk from the road over
the brook up the entrance of the
building. As Harold Thomas, a sen-
ior, wrote in the "Class History" of
the first graduating class of
Olmstedville High School in 1925,
"When you saw the chickens out in
the morning you knew it was near
school time so all gather to enter
tHe sacréd Halls bf St.%Crige's Acad-
emy. The floors of the old building
were so slanted because of flood-
ing in the spring and fall, that if
you didn't have rubber heels, you
might slide into Mr. Keenan's
desk." The rickety old board walk
out back to the outhouse was a
dangerous journey so no one did
not venture out unless it was abso-
lutely necessary. One main reason
for going out there was that the
old wooden leg was housed there.

| believe almost everyone at some
time or another came hobbling
into class with that leg, causing
much distraction. The old wooden
leg is today in our museum and so
is Dr. Wall's ledger with the nota-

St. Onge’s—continued on page 7



St. Onge’s—continued from page 6
tion that he amputated Charlie
Dougherty’s leg because of an acci-
dent.

It was cold, dark, and damp in this
building, so when we saw, accord-
ing to Harold, the chickens going to
roost, it was a welcome scene for
we knew school would soon be
out. Our school day lasted from
nine until four.

Our stay at St. Onge's Academy
was short-lived, as before Christ-
mas the fall rains ran rampant
through our classrooms and flood-
ed us out. We moved to Bradley's
University after which we moved
to the new high school which now
is the home of the Blackburn’s.

Editor@ Note: Edward M. Barnes
wrote a letter to his brother Den-
nis, dated October 25, 1863 which
is published in the April 1988 Quar-
terly. In that letter Edward men-
tions several people including Pat
Farley (Patrick Farrelly). Pat
Farley’s sister and her husband are
relevant to St. Onge Hall as noted
in the detail following the pub-
lished letter.

Probably Patrick Farrelly, son
of Philip and Bridget Farrelly. He
vas born in Ireland and came to
Minerva with his parents in 1849,
About 1860, he married Ellen 0'Neil,
daughter of Richard and Ann  Toner
0'Neil.  Patrick enlisted in the
arny and eerved one year in Co, K.,
2nd Regt.

"hig BIBtEr®. i ivcwewnua ™

Patrick Farrelly’s sister was
Catherine, who  married Peter
Dougherty, son of James and Ieabella
Doughertiy. They lived for some
years on a farm in Iriehtown on Lot
3. He later built what became
known asg the St. Onge building in
Olmstedville where he had a hotel
and bar,

MEMORIES OF MINERVA
SCcHOOLS
by Gerene Lynn

Editors Note: On Feb 1, 2017, |
posted the following on the Miner-
va Central School Alumni Page.
Good Morning - My 7th graders
are working on a history of the var-
ious school districts in the area. |
was wondering if anyone had sto-
ries or pictures they would be will-
ing to share about what attending
school was like before the new
building was constructed. Thanks
so much. Sharon Stone

Gerene Lynn responded with the
following.

We moved to Minerva in 1958. |
was in Mrs, Keeler's Second Grade
class. Since we lived in Minerva,
not Olmstedville, my older sister
and | went to what is known as the
Town Hall for grades 3-5. All the
children from Minerva attended
this school.

We were bused to the main school
in Olmstedville for lunch. The main
school was much smaller than to-
day. It was a basic rectangle build-
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ing shape. | believe there have
been 2 additions since then.

For 6 - 12th we all were at the
Main School. All the elementary
classes were downstairs. There
was no Middle School, High School
delineated. You were in High
School when you went upstairs.

In the school then, Mrs. Paradis'
office, the nurse, was on the stage.
As well, Music, (Miss Barnes) was
on the other end of the stage.

In the middle of my 5th grade year
the "new addition" was being built.
So the Town Hall was no longer a
school.

When in High School, my home
room was in the cellar in the
"Industrial Arts" / "Shop" class-
room. (Mr. Savarie) Our lockers
were down there. We had to run 3
flights of stairs if you needed to
get to your locker between classes.

An added bonus was a hallway
from the wood supply room,
across from the Shop, to the stairs
in the new addition.

Instrumental classes were in the
cellar as well.

b2

1952 All County

Band Concert.
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Index of Obituaries 2024

Dobert, Elton

Aug. 2, 2024

Dunkley, Jared N.

Sep. 10,1 9 #Jun. 4, 2024
Eberts, Mary Ellen Brown
Jan. 3, 1927 -Nov. 18, 2023
Fonda-Ruane, Shana

Oct. 22,1 9 6-May 24, 2024
Foote, Cassie Hunter

Aug. 8, 2005 - Oct. 21, 2023
Fisher, Robert E.

Jul. 2,1 9 4-6ct. 25, 2024
Fresca Sr., Gregory J.

- Dec. 8. 2024

Galaway Jr., John W.

Jan. 29, 1937 - Dec. 22, 2024
Gerald J. (Jerry) Galusha
Feb. 25, 1936 - Jul. 23, 2024
Galusha, Melanie M.

Oct. 17, 1960 - Feb. 11, 2024
Geopfert, Tammy

Mar. 6, 1971 - Nov. 3, 2023
Liberty, Arthur J.

Sep. 25,1 9 4-Dec. 16, 2024
Malark, Rita M.

Sep. 1,1924 - Feb. 3, 2024
Monroe, Diane

Dec. 27,1 9 4-8in. 20, 2024
Morse, Douglas E.

Jul. 23,1 9 3-Bar. 29, 2024
Elizabeth OLiz€ O'Connor
Sep. 27, 2024

Russell. Corinna Leigh

1969 - Dec. 13, 2023
Villeneuve Jr., Richard V.

- Oct. 28, 2023

Savarie, Florencetta B.

Jul. 31, 1932- Nov. 27, 2023
Strohmeyer, Margaret Kelly
Nov. 18, 1930 - Jan. 3, 2024
Sullivan, Edna Marion Bruce
-July 10, 2024

TenEyck, Kathleen E.
Feb.20,1 9 5-hun. 17, 2024
Wright, John &acké Allan
Aug.6,1 9 3-Eeb. 11, 2024

Roselle Ryan Dillon sent us the following biographical sketch of her life
which was read at her 80th birthday celebration in1987. Roselle is the
daughter of James and Mary Ann O'Donnell Ryan. April, 1990 Quarterly

Dearly beloved, we are gathered
here to honor our

Mother's eightieth year
To a family named Ryan in 1907

was delivered a pink bundle,
straight from heaven

You were named Rose Ellen which
soon became Roselle

As you were growing up in
Olmstedville

You lived in the town for nineteen
years

until you married and moved, amid
happy tears

A fellow named Ed Dillon became
your spouse

and he took you off to Newcomb
to an eight room house

In the course of time the children
came

the first one a girl, Mary Jane is her
name

Four years later you had a son

his name is Tom and he's a lot of
fun

A girl named Anne was next in line
A family of three children seemed
just fine
But about when the high chair was
stored away

along came Roger to make your
day

The children grew up and left the
nest

But you weren't ready to take a
rest

Soon the grandchildren appeared
on the scene

the number has grown until now
it's eighteen

Now your children's children are
adding some more

there will soon be five, but right
now there are four

That's a lot of dates to remember
each year

but you send the cards and gifts
and spread lots of cheer

For special occasions you like to
bake

your rolls and pies and chocolate
chip cookies aren't

hard to take

We know you enjoy watching the
birds and taking a

walk

and shopping with Roger—he says
you also like to talk

A highlight of your life was a trip
across the seas

to find relatives in Ireland—what
nice memories

And you've made memories here
at home with your

special gifts

those knitted Christmas stockings
sure give our spirits a

lift
Almost 60 years you lived in New-
comb town

Til the Adirondack winters began
to get you down

So now it's a winter apartment in
South Glens Falls

but in the summer, you're in New-
comb to receive your

calls

Mother, our wish for you on this
important day

is that you can continue in your
own special way

That you be active and happy and
keep in good health

and enjoy all of your family, which
is really your wealth.




TOWN OF MINERVA NEWS
Maintenance and Repair

Supervisor Stephen McNally re-
ports that the town-wide water
project is now complete and there
are now six-inch water lines
throughout town. The next major
project will be working the town'’s
curb appeal. Town crews will be
working on making sure town sign-
age is good repair, visible and at-
tractive. The Board is looking into
funding for sidewalk replacement.

Skating Rink

The skating rink is open for use de-
pending on weather. Tom Savarie
has been sharpening the ice skates
and Rob Kohrman has built storage
shelves for them in the new warm-
ing hut.

Thank you to all who have donated
skates over the years!

Volunteers

A huge shout out and thank you to
all of the volunteers from all of the
wonderful organizations who help
to make our community such a
special place to live.

Minerva Youth Program

Minerva has a new group of com-
munity members who are working
on the Minerva Youth Program.
Thank you, we look forward to
working together to make our
Youth Program a positive experi-
ence for everyone.

Outreach

We are once again running our
“Winter Coat Program” .If you are
in need of a winter coat or wish to
donate a coat please stop in at the
Town Hall during business hours.
We have and accept coats for all
sizes children through adult.

The Resource Center on the bot-
tom level of the Community Cen-
ter is staffed and open from 9
AM—1 2PM Wednesday—Friday.
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MUSEUM NEwWS

MHS 10O CELEBRATE 100
YEARS OF SCHOOL MEMORIES

by Cynthia Perkins

The Minerva Historical Society is
very excited to begin work on the
2025 museum theme: “Minerva
Schools” A Century of Memories
(1925 - 2025).

We will begin by celebrating the
first graduating class from
Olmstedville

High School which included: Hel-
en Barnes, Harold Thomas, Helen
Cronin, John
Havron, Rosella Ryan and Robert
Blackburn and move forward

Sullivan, Ernest

VETERANS DAY
CEREMONY
Thank you to Pat Cuzzacrea and
Ellen Brown for organizing the Vet-
erans Day Ceremony on November
11™ at the Veteran’s Monument.

After an introduction to the cere-
mony by Pat and Ellen, veterans
Fred Morse and Mark Warnecke
raised the American Flag in honor
of all veterans after which Mark
led the attendees in the Pledge of
Allegiance. A prayer was offered
for veterans and men & women in
active duty by Pastor Chad Hane-
man of the Grace Bible Fellowship.
Amanda Savarie honored at-
tendees by singing My Country Tis
of Thee after a moment of silence

for fallen soldiers.

Photos on page 14.

100 years, to the MCS graduat-
ing class of 2025! We need your
memorabilia for the museum
display!! We're looking for class
pictures, trip pictures,
news & sports stories, uniforms/
jackets, block M'’s, tassels, class
rings, old report cards, gradua-

senior

tion programs, and items from
the many plays and, musicals,
just to name a few.

If you have memorabilia, please
contact

Cynthia Perkins
mhsmuseumdirector@gmail.com
518-494-7193.

PS: Thanks to Anne Dunkley, we
already have 7 storyboards com-
pleted, pasted and ready to dis-
play! We desperately need the
class pictures from 1925, 1926
and, 1927. Can you help?




Obituaries

Arthur J. Liberty
Sep 25, M b -Dec. 16, 2024

Arthur J. Liberty, 83, passed away Mon-
day afternoon at Glens Falls Hospital with
his family by his side. Arthur was born on
Sept. 25, 1941, at the Moses Ludington
Hospital in Ticonderoga, N.Y., the son of
the late Elmer and Margaret (Clifford)
Liberty.

Arthur was a graduate of Minerva Central
School, Class of 1959. He served in the
U.S. Army in Vietnam as an SP4 E4 (T),
and was honorably discharged Dec. 13,
1965.

Arthur served the taxpayers of the Town
of Minerva as Superintendent of High-
ways for 24 years and was a member of
the Essex County Highway Superinten-
dents Association, a town justice for 14
years and a member of the Essex County
Magistrates Association. He was a com-
municant of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Olmstedville for his entire life. He was a
member of the Minerva Volunteer Fire
Department and an active member of
Northwood's Club in Minerva.

Arthur is survived by his wife of 28 years,
Martha (Moon) Liberty; and his stepchil-
dren, Daniel (Jessica) Webster, Susan
(Michael) Cooper, and Belenda (Scott)
Hartung.

Gregory J. Fresca Sr.
Dec. 8. 2024

Gregory John Fresca Sr., 79, of Minerva,
NY passed away on Sunday, December 8,
2024 surrounded by his loving family.
Known as Greg the Barber, Greg was a
long-time resident of Manchester before
retiring to Minerva, NY, 20 years ago.

Greg enjoyed playing golf, flying and rac-
ing his pigeons, hosting family BBQ's, be-
ing outdoors especially in the Adirondacks
and spending time with his family.

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, the
love of his life, Carole (Kellett). Greg was a
proud father to his children, Deborah
(Michael) Henry, Nanette (Eric) Gunther,
Victoria Stanton, Gregory (Barbara),
Jacqueline (Chuck) Setser, Anthony and
Joseph (Sacha) and an adoring "Papa" to
his 18 grandchildren and 13 great grand-
children.

Robert E. Fisher
Jul. 2, M (p A-Oct. 25, 2024

Robert E. Fisher passed away unexpected-
ly at Albany Medical Center on Oct. 25,
2024, with beloved family at his side.

Born July 2, 1946, in Paterson, N.J., Bob

spent most of his adult life in Manhattani
and the Adirondacks. Many will remem-.
ber him for his charming personality and |
for his passion for teaching and discov-;
ery—in mountains, music, plants, books, -
people, and the cosmos.

A Renaissance man with a range of talents |
and knowledge that far exceeded his for- ;

mal education, at age 19 Bob joined the .S

U.S. Army Band as a clarinetist, served for |
three years, then earned a bachelor’si
degree in clarinet performance at New -
England Conservatory, followed by a mas- |
ter’'s at Manhattan School of Music. Afteri
performing in the NY Metropolitan area -

for nearly two decades, in1985 he turned ' City
to science, resumed his education at)State

CCNY and taught at-risk high school stu--
dents in NYC for 23 years.

In 2006 Bob retired to the Olmstedville!
log cabin he shared with his wife and
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partner of 44 years, author Bibi Wein. His - EMail (s)

lifelong interest in astronomy and astro—!

photography soon became a full-time
profession. He led public astronomy pro-*
grams and participated in juried art shows!
throughout the North Country through|
the last day of his life. Birds of a Feather*
Studio/Gallery (Chestertown) and H’Art!
Studio & Gallery (North Creek) continue |

to feature his photographs. I

Above all, however, Bob loved music and *
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Loving husband to Sunny for 42 % years, |
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and Marnie (Eric). Adoring Poppy to Ste-,
ven, Shannon, Katie, Brandon and Sabrina |

and Great Poppy to Violet. i

He was a proud Navy Veteran who served *
on the USS Randolph and a devoted '
Grumman employee for 36 % years. John |
will be laid to rest at the Minerva Baptist *
Cemetery summer of 2025.
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Pastor Chad Haneman offering prayer
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Minerva Historical Society
PO Box 1
Olmstedville, NY 12851

Thank you to Ellen Brown and Pat Cuzzacrea for putting to-
gether a lovely Veterans Day Ceremony.

Amanda Savarie My Country Tis of Thee.




