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Mabel Jones has set sail for the shores
of heaven. The wind of the Spirit has filled
the sails of the boat of life. We have been
left standing on the earthly shore and our
tears of parting are as many as there are raindrops
in a summer shower. God wept also, on the
day of her parting, but, He weeps not for Mabel.
He weeps for us that we will no longer be blessed
with her presence, the light of her warm, shy
smile or the sound of her laughter. Mabel
has sailed through the sea of death and crossed
to the shore of heaven. There God was waiting
to receive her and welcome her home for eternity.

As we concluded her memorial service and
stepped outside, the clouds had vrolled away,
the gentle breeze of the Spirit touched our
faces and our tears were dried. The brilliant,
majestic light of God's love streamed down
and enfolded us. Mabel is gone from our presence
but her commitment of love to her family, her
church, and her community remain as a legacy
of faith in lowgk?nd faith in each of us.

In loving tribute
from her Pastor
Rev. Fran Breton
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Program-The program will be a most unusual
one, supplied by the National Gallery of Art
in Washington, D.C. They are having a large
exhibit of French and English art and along
with it they have had from March 2 to May 11
a smaller exhibit devoted to the watercolors
of Winslow Homer. Nearly 100 of his finest
water colors were on display. The show
celebrated the 150th anniversary of his
birth. He is said to be the finest water-
colorist the U.S. has ever produced. His
first paintings were done in oii, but he
turned to watercolors in 1873. Many of
these were done during his vacations at
Baker's clearing which became North Woods
Club in 1886. He was one of the original
members. The club is this year celebrating
its 100th anniversary.

At the request of the Art Gallery the
Minerva historian sent considerable
material about Baker's clearing and the
North Woods Club as well as scenes of
Minerva and information about Winslow Homer .
These have now been returned and the
assistant director has offered to loan us a
copy of the video tape that is being made.
This is what will be shown on July 29.

APRIL MEETING

The annual business meeting was held,
with reports and election of officers.
Following are the officers for this year:

President-------—----- Betty LeMay

Vice-President------ -Martha Galusha

Secretary-------—--—- Clara West

Treasurer------—-—-—--—-- Gordon Bowie
Trustees

1986-1989 --Norman Persons
1986-1989--Shirley McNally
1986-1989 --Mabel Jones

At the close of the meeting the trustees met
and elected Gordon Bowie chairman.

Robert Savarie was in charge of this
program. He gave an excellent presentation
of slides that he had made from post cards
and other pictures mostly of years ago.

Besides those of Minerva he also showed sli-
des of North Creek and Indian Lake. The
last picture was of Clarence Jones dressed
in a Girl Scout uniform, driving his trac-
tor. This was taken at the time our
sesquicentennial parade in 1967, when he
drew a wagon loaded with Girl Scouts.
Refreshments were served at the close of the
program.

WEAVING EXHIBIT

The weaving exhibit mentioned in the
April Quarterly proved to be a huge success.
Mrs. Gregson had a tremendous display of
different kinds of weaving--24 beautiful
pieces of wool and linen. Her son made
structures of various kinds to display them
to the best advantage. Attendance on the
opening night, May 2, was excellent. People
came from Chesterfield, Schroon, Moricon and
other places. Marion Persons had charge of
the punch and cookies were supplied by the
Minerva Historical Society.

Each person attending was given a
booklet explaining the different weaving
patterns and listing the names of those who
supplied the various articles. Lucy Mullane
and Jane Hutchinson are the only ones from
Minerva who had coverlets to loan for the
display. The booklet also lists the many
books from which Mrs. Gregson obtained
information for her study. Teachers from
the College of St. Rose in Albany came to
judge and accredit her display. She has now
graduated and received her Master's degree
from the college. She deserves a great deal
of credit for all the time and effort that
she put into this project. Congratulations!

UPPER HUDSON HISTORICAL FEDERATION

The Upper Hudson Historical Federation
met in Wilton, N.Y., on May 2 and was
attended by Noelle Donahue, Molly MaGuire,
Mildred Lynch and Mable Jones from Minerva.
Lorrain Wescott of Wilton who was elected
president at the fall meeting presides.

Mrs. Beatrice Sweeney, historian of Saratoga
gave a very informative talk on the best way
to preserve historical records. She had 5
or 6 huge note books filled with letters,
clippings and other material, each book
having a different kind of material.

Mr. Edmund J, Winslow, Senior New York State
Historian, spoke about the upcoming events
of New York State Tricentennial which will
be held this summer in Albany.

After lunch at the United Methodist




Church, those who wished to, drove to Mt.
McGregor to visit the Grant Cottage where
President Ulysses S. Grant finished writing
his Memoirs and where he died in July, 1885.
It is through the efforts of Lorrain Wescott
and her helpers that the cottage remains
open to visitors. It was to have been
closed. The cottage is still furnished just
as it was in 1885. It is open from Memorial
Day to Labor Day and admission is free.
President Grant lies buried in Grant's Tomb
on Riverside Drive in New York City.

We took 5 of the new Minerva histories
with us to Wilton and they were all sold.

THE NEW HISTORY BOOK

The new Minerva history books are being
well received and many have been sold. We
ordered 1000 of them because if we ordered
500 at first and later wanted 500 more, the
second 500 would cost just as much as the
first. The 1000 books, minus the ones sold,
are being stored in different places for the
sake of safety. The historian has 3 boxes
of 28 each, some are at the museumn, some at
Gordon Bowie's, etc. We just wish that the
fire proof vault to be constructed back of
the Town Hall, were more than on the drawing
board.

The books are being sold for $10 to mem-
bers of the Historical Society, $12 to
Minerva residents who are not members and
$15 to non-residents who are not members of
our society until July 3lst. After this,
all books will be $15.00. We now have 200
members, a large portion of whom are descen-
dants of former Minerva residents but live
elsewhere. Beginning in the fall everyone
will be paying S$i5.

We are so very grateful to Noelle
Donahue and Molly Maguire for all the work
that they put into that book. They spent
hours and hours proof reading and doing the
index, in addition to what they did when the
book was being put together.

MORE 1967 HISTORIES SOLD

Two of our books, "Minerva, A Town in
Essex County" were sent in April to Wildwood
Enterprises of Old Forge, N.Y., a book store
specializing in Adirondack books. One of
them had already been ordered by a customer.

In April, a copy of our history was also
sent to Prof. David Tatham, who teaches at
Syracuse University. He learned about the

book through one of his students who is
doing some research on local history of the
Adirondacks. Professor Tatham and his wife
have been in Minerva, as they like to
explore most of the roads and villages of
northern New York on their way to and from
New Hampshire each year.

QMISSION IN APRIL QUARTERLY

We are sorry to have omitted from our
list of Minerva people 90 years old or more
the name of Nina Byrne. She was born
October 19, 1&93, being 3 months older than
Clarence “ones. She is the daughter of
Woodward Veils and Cora Welch. One June 14,
1916, she married John Byrne. In 1920, they
went to Nortih Woods Club to work and were
there unci! 1947 when they retired. They
bought a home a short distance beyond
Olmstedvilie on the Pottersville road and
that is where John died in 1955. Nina still
has a yard fuil of beautiful flowers and
inside she has many beautiful violets,
geraniums and other plants. She still bakes
her own >read.

Corrections to
April Quarterly

Bottom of page 7. The daughter Angela is
now Mrs. David Sykes and lives in Higganum,
Conn.
)
FROPERTY (HANGES HANDS

The home of Mae West was recently sold
to Mr. and Mrs. Norman Day of Lenox, Mass.
Mrs. Day is the daughter of the late Carl
Kraeling, who with his family spent many
vacations in Minerva. They have been using
as their vacation home the log cabin once
owned by the Rev. Emil C.J. Kraeling, Ruth
Day's grandfather. They have now bought Mae
West's home as their vacation home and even-
tually their permanent home when they
retire. Norman is a self employed architect
and Ruth is his secretary.

The property in question is a part of
the large strip of land bought around 1800
by Nathan West, for which he no doubt paid
one dollar an acre. In 1820 Nathan and
Martha West sold to their son Anson for
$400.50 two tracts of land. In 1848, Anson
and wife Hannah sold 10 acres to their son
Alanson who married Olive B. Morse and he is
the one who built the house that now belongs
to Tom and Brenda McNally. Alanson died in

the Civil War and his sons Clinton, Fenton




and Walter grew up there with their mother.

In 1858, Anson and Hannah sold to their
son Norman 73 acres, extending north from
the land sold to Alanson. In 1866, Norman
sold to John Dunlap 50 acres "excluding the
one acre where the parsonage stands".

Norman had given the Baptist Church the land
for a parsonage. This parsonage is still on
the land bought by Norman Day and he is con-
sidering restoring it to its original con-
dition. It was built in 1861 and was the
only parsonage in the whole association. It
was occupied by Elder Bush, Rev. Caleb Smith
and other ministers. In 1886, it was sold
to Clinton Alanson West, since it had not
been occupied for some time and the church
needed the money to complete payment impro-
vements made on the church.

When Clinton West married Etta Bennett
of North River in 1886, the former parsonage
became their home. There their 9 children
grew up. Grace Brannon is now the only one
of them living. Clinton bought more land
bringing the lot up to something over 4
acres.

Fenton West, son of Clinton, married Mae
Clark and the former parsonage was their
home for many years.

Fenton drove one of the Minerva school
buses before the school had a garage, so
Fenton built a garage for the bus on his
own property. Some years later it was made
over into a very comfortable home. Fenton
died in 1976, and Mae has lived there alone
when not away visiting one or another of her
children.

We welcome the Days as vacationers now
and will be very glad to have them as per-
manent residents when they retire. We hope
that Mae will continue to live in Minerva at
least a part of the time.

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE
May 26, 1986

For many years flags have been placed on
Veterans' graves in the 5 Minerva ceme-
teries, but this is the first time that a
Memorial Service has been held here. It
took place in front of the Town Hall from
12:00 to 1:00 on May 26th. The Town Board
requested Col. E. Wescott Mangine, the
ranking military officer of the region, to
plan the service and take charge.

Many Minerva veterans belong to the
American Legion of North Creek. A color
guard was made up of men from both towns
and another group in the cemetery was the
firing squad, honoring those who made the

supreme sacrifice. Taps were played by
Bugler John R. Paton, as final tribute to
veterans "at rest".

Father Alfred M. Fish, paster of St.
Joseph's Church in Olmstedville, offered the
opening prayer and then rushed away to pre-
pare for the Mass at St. Mary's Church in
Irishtown. It has been the custom to meet
there each Memorial Day since 1940 when the
old church was repaired after being
neglected for many years. The Mass is
followed by a picnic dinner. (The prayer of
thanks was given by Paster Fran Breton of
the Minerva North Creek Baptist Churches).

A beautiful wreath was laid at the
veteran's monument by Fred Morse, present
Town Supervisor and great, great grandson of
Absalom P. Morse, first Supervisor in 1817.
The plaque on the monument was bought by the
Minerva Historical Society in 1970 at the
suggestion of Doris Wells who was then the
president. On May 26, 1986, she was one of
those who stood beside the wreath. She is
the only living woman in Minerva who was in
service during war time. Clarence Jones was
there as the oldest living veteran and Edith
Dimick as the oldest widow of a veteran.
Grace Austin was present that day as the
only living "Gold Star" mother.

The plaque reads as follows:

In honor of the men and women of the
Town of Minerva who served in the armed
forces of the United States in order that
we might live in Freedom.
Dedicated: November 11, 1970

The stone setting for the plaque was
done by members of the Town Highway
Department with Louis Hanna as Mason. The
Adirondack Garden Club takes care of the
flowers in front of the monument. Marion
Persons is the one doing it this year.

Mr. Mangine pointed out that this was an
ideal spot for such a service. The Town Hall
represents government and was at one time a
school. The church across the way repre-
sents religion. Nearby is the cemetary
where lie many veterans of the
Revolutionary war, the Civil war and World
Wars I and II. Running between the church
and cemetery is the Roosevelt-Marcy Memorial
Highway.

Mike Leddick brought his loud speaker
for this occasion and led in the singing of
the Star Spangled Banner and God Bless
America. Mr. Mangine had splendid programs

printed on the back of which are the names




of those who died in World War II.

are:

S/Sgt. Harold R. Hammond--U.S. Army Infantry

S/Sgt. R. Kenneth Scripter-U.S. Army Air
Corps.

Sgt. Edward D. Lynn--U.S. Army Infantry

Sgt. Carl W. Raymond--U.S. Army Infantry

Cpl. Daniel R. O'Neil--U.S. Army Artillery

Pvt. Robert J. Morse--U.S. Army Engineers

MW 3/C Gilbert E. Austin-U.S. Navy Air Wings

They

Although the following was not given on
thee programs, we think it is important that
we know more about those who gave their all
in W.W.II. This is what we find after con-
siderable research, on the part of Mr.
Mangine and the historian.

S/Sgt. Harold Hammond born in 1909, was
the son of Freeman and Emma Warrington
Hammond. He died of wounds suffered in the
Philippines. He belonged to Co.B in the
305th Infantry.

Staff Sgt. Kenneth Scripter was born in
1918 to Arnold and Laura Kennison Scripter.
He was a bombadier in a plane making a raid
over Schweinfurt on Oct. 14, 1943. The
plane was shot down and nothing was ever
heard of those in the plane.

Sgt. Edward Lynn was the son of Dennis
and Marybelle Mea Lynn of Minerva. He was
killed just prior to the Battle of the
Bulge. He has a stone in St. Mary's ceme-
tery which reads: Sgt. Edward Lynn, Sept.
15, 1923-Nov. 26, 1944. Buried in Belgium.

Sgt. Carl W. Raymond. The following is
from a Washington news release. "Feb. 2,
1945. Sgt. Carl W. Raymond, Infantry, of
Minerva, N.Y. has been awarded the silver
star posthumously, the War Dept. announced
today".

"On June 6, 1944, in France, his boat team
was pinned down by fire from two hidden
enemy machine gunners and many snipers", the
citation stated. "He crawled to the left
flank and rising to his knees in the face of
withering enemy fire, singly handedly
engaged the enemy in a fire fight that
enabled the boat team to withdraw in safety.
He was reported killed in action that day.
His mother, Mrs. Adeline Raymond, resides in
Minerva". In the cemetery of St. Mary in
Irishtown, is a stone bearing this inscrip-
tion: Son Sgt. Carl W. Raymond, [l6th
Infantry, 1916-1944. Resting in France.
Mother-Adeline A. Owens, 1882-1947, Wife of
William Raymond.

Corp. Daniel O'Neil, son of Richard and
Josephine (Ourmette) O'Neil was born Jan.

13, 1919, and died of wounds in France Aug.

3, 1944, He has a stone in St. Mary's ceme-
tery which says: "He rests in the European
Area".

Robert Morse, son of Frank and
Elizabeth Stevens Morse, was born in 1915
and died 1943 in the Baaton Death March in
the Philippines.

MM 3/C Gilbert Elroy Austin was the son
of Howard and Grace Rounds Austin and was
born March 15, 1925. He entered service in
Feb., 1943, and went overseas in Dec., 1944.
He was a turret gunner, serving as a bomber
on an aircraft carrier in the Pacific. In
March, i945, he was awarded a Navy and
Marine Medal for heroism following a bomb
hit upon the aircraft carrier on which he
was serving. The citation read this way-
"His utter disregard for his own safety was
in keeping with the highest tradition of the
U.S. Naval Service." On June 17, three
months after the citation was awarded,
Gilbert lost his life in a crash in the
Pacific area. His carrier was the Wasp.

THE ORIGIN OF EARTH DAY

We have been given a copy of American
Forests magazine in which we find an article
on the origin of Earth Day. It was in Nov.
1969, that O.G. Senator Gaylord Nelson and
several college professors andd students got
together in Madison, Wisconsin, and started
the movement which has reached to all parts
of the U.S. The first Earth Day was held on
April 22, 1970.

In our scrapbook of Minerva items we
find this notice: "Minerva Central School
Student Council is sponsoring another annual
clean up day (Earth Day) on May 20". This
year we hope to do a bigger and better job
in cleaning up the roadside litter.

To reach our goal of cleaning all the
town's roadsides, we will need many hands.
It is our hope that all available adults
will turn out to participate along with the
students.

All participants should be either at the
town hall or the school at 9:00 a.m. From
these points small groups will be dispersed
to the various areas.

Around noon there will be a hot dog
roast at the beach for those participating.
Let's all work together to make this a great
day for Minerva.

Residents that cannot take part in the
general clean up are asked if possible to
pick up any roadside litter along their own
property area, tie it in plastic bags and
leave it on the roadside. (Please no house-




hold refuse).

Thanks. See you on May 20.
Central Schoo!l Council.

The North Creek Enterprise for the
following week told of a very successful
Earth Day. Nearly 100 people took part in
it. In 3 hours over 22 miles of roads were
cleaned of the debris left by the careless.
Bridget Kelly was chairman of the student
council that year.

Following the clean up a weiner roast
sponsored by the town board was held at the
lake.

Minerva

JONATHAN SLOOM -- ARTIST
Minerva Descendant

Jonathan Slocum, a Minerva descendant
who is a free lance artist, graduated from
Syracuse University with a Bachelor's Degree
in Fine Arts. He is the son of Ronald
Slocum and Mar jorie Goodman. Marjorie is
the daughter of Esther Donnelly and Robert
Goodman of Long Lake. Esther is the
daughter of Hannah Cunningham and Peter
Donnelly of Minerva.

Jonathan Slocum did a poster for
Kennedy's Celebration in September, 1984, in
Albany. His poster got a lot of publicity
as they were sold all over the city as a
part of the celebration. People bought them
and had them framed and hung in their homes
and they are in libraries, schools, etc.
When William Kennedy's book, "Oh Albany!"
was coming out in paperback, he wanted Jon's
poster to be on the cover instead of the
original design which was on the hardback.

He has done brochures for SUNY on
"Experiencing Albany" lecture series and on
"Historical Albany Churches and Synagogues"
series. The "Experiencing Albany" drawings
are to be used on a cover that the Nelson
Rockefeller School of Government is
publishing on the lecture series. He did a
poster for the Imagination Celebration for
the state museum and did a commercial for
the State Department of Alcoholism Abuse
Prevention in New York City which has been
run statewide. Much of his work is for
advertising agencies, stores, banks, busi-
nesses, etc.

We are proud to have a Minerva descen-
dent doing the things that Jonathan Slocum
does, and we wish him well.

PROFILE OF MILDRED COWLEY LYNCH

One evening, my cousin, Jack Reilly,
called and said, "How would you like to go

up North with me and go skiing"? [ said "I
don't know how to ski". Well, it sounded -
like fun. It was the time when Saks Fifth
Avenue Show Trains were running out of Grand
Central in the 1930's. So Jack, and my
friend, Gert Fitzgerald and I, left at mid-
night and went to bed on the train and got
out at North Creek in the morning. I
actually slid into North Creek! The station
was solid ice and it was 15° below zero! We
couldn't believe it, as the air was so dry.

We stayed at Miss Geraldine Brown's
house, across from the station, for one
dollar a night! for bed, clean sheets, fresh
towels and hot baths! Gert andd I tapped
danced all over the place in our ski boots!
Oh! I don't know why she didn't put us out!
In the morning we went across the road to
Nellie Owens' house for breakfast of homemade
rolls and honey, pancakes and bacon, for
which we paid seventy-five cents!

It cost fifteen cents for a bus ride up
the mountain to Barton Mines, and then those
who could ski, would ski down the mountain.
Gert and I rode back on the bus and rented
skiis at O'Keefe's Drug Store. We went up
the slope on the rope tow and attempted to
ski down. We were not too successful, but
had many good laughs.

Minnie Liberty and Paul Clifford came to
North Creek to see us. Jack knew them.

When he was younger he had come to Minerva
with his father and my mother, Catherine
Reilly Cowley, and my older brother. You
see, their grandfather's sister had married
one of the Ward's, who lived up where Tom
Healey now lives, and so Jack and I were
distant relatives of the Owens, Lynns, and
Lynches, in the area. When my mother was
staying at Minnie's with my brother, who was
then two years old, a small child fell into
the pond behind the house. Mother went in
to rescue the child, and her two-year old
following, so she came out with one dripping
child under each arm!

When I got home, after my skiing trip, I
raved so much about the beauty of the
country that my two brothers and their wives
and children, and my sister with her two
children, came the next summer and boarded
with Florence Owens, in the house now owned
by Dr. Eager. Later they went for many
years up to Aiden Lair for vacations.

The next fall a friend and I drove up to
Aiden Lair for a weekend and planned to
drive to Lake Placid to enjoy the scenery
and see the fall coloring. Mrs. Cronin said
I should stop at Finch Pruyn's, in Newcomb,
and ask for Richard Lynch, who was related




to my mother. We stopped and a handsome man
came out, in white knickers, and happened to
be Dick Lynch. He remembered my mother when
she had visited the old Lynch house, before
she was married, and when Dick was a small
boy.

After that I came every winter until the
snow trains stopped running.

In was born in September, 1901, and went
to P.S. #103 and Manual Training High
School, andd Miss Lamb's Business Training
School .

When the Stock Market crash came, in
1929, 1 was working in Wall Street, for
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., Investment Bankers. It
was a dreadful time downtown. Many men
jumped out of windows to their death. They
had lost everything. Rich men, in Brooks
Brothers suits, who had lost everything
they owned, were selling apples in stands on
street corners.

Kuhn, Loeb gave us an extra bonus that
year, as many times we would have to work
late into the night because of the volume of
transactions in the market.

In the early forties I was still raving
about the beauty of the mountains, when the
superintendent of my boss's estate in
Westchester told me he had a little camp up
there. He was Dave Morpus, who later had a
florist shop at his place on Cobble Creek
Road.

One day Dave telephoned me and said
there was a little log cabin near his place,
that was for sale. I bought the little
place and nineteen acres, for five hundred
dollars. It was just a little log house
with a low ceiling, a funny little stove, an
apple orchard, and a beautiful barn and a
brook! And, of course, my neices and
nephews loved it. We spent every summer up
there and many winter week-ends. 1 put a
new roof on the house, added a large room,
put in electricity. Frank Kellogg put in
running water for the kitchen and bathroom,
which made the cabin quite comfortable to
live in.

In 1944 my father and 1 happened to be
at the cabin when we had an earthquake. At
first I thought the Germans were bombing New
York. (It was during the war).

My father, who was born and raised in
New York City, had a garden at the camp.

One year, on August 15th, we had a killing
frost. When he saw Dennis Lynn at Mass that
day he said "some animal got in my garden
last night and destroyed everything".

Dennis burst out laughing and said, "That

animal was Jack Frost". We had so much fun
in that little house. '

Over the years [ brought friends up to
meet Dick Lynch, my handsome Irish cousin.
We didn't pay any attention to each other.
In 1942 my mother died, and Dick's sister
Ella had died two years before, so we were
both alone and more or less thrown together
and started noticing each other.

We were married at St. Mary's in
Manhasset, in 1947. Dick came to New York
and stayed at the Pennsylvania Hotel. He
had to find his way out to Manhasset for our
wedding.

When I went to see the priest to make
arrangeanents for our wedding, he wanted to
know where Dick was from, and I said, "Oh,
it is just a little town in the Adirondacks,
Father". He said "Where is it"? 1 said
"Minerva", and he said, "On! Minerva Hill!"
There was a Catholic Boys Camp in Long Lake
and he knew Minerva and was so tickled that
I was coming here to live! Also, my foot
doctor in New York had a son at Balfour
Camp. It seemed everyone I knew had heard
of Minerva!

In 1948, my father came to live with
Dick and me. 1 remember Dick saying,
"There's always a place by my fire-side for
a parent". Pop lived with us happily for
seventeen years before his death.

I never did learn to become an expert
skiier. [ used to cross-country ski out
back of the house after I moved to,Minerva
where [ walk now with my dog, Ruffy.

I stifi! think there is no place as won-
derful as this magnificent country!

WILBLR S. ROSE, M.D.

Continuing the story of doctors who have
lived in Minerva and cared for families in
the vicinity, we must remember Dr. Wilbur S.
Rose, a real country doctor who answered
calls at all hours of the day and night.

Dr. Rose was here at two different
times, 1945-1950 and again in 1955-1959. He
was born in Schenectady on July 11, 1914.

In 1942, he received his M.D. degree from
the University of Buffalo School of
Medicine. The following year he interned at
St. Peter's Hospital in Albany. He served
in the Medical Corps of the United States
Army Air Force, July 1943-July 1945.

Dr. Rose came to North Creek where he
was associated with Dr. Glenn for a few
months. He then moved to Olmstedville and
practiced approximately five years,
1945-1950. He left here and spent a couple




of years in Delanson, N.Y., in association
with Dr. D.C. Wolbur. In 1952, he opened
his own office in Ballston Lake. In 1955,
he returned to Minerva and maintained his
practice until 1959. He lived in an apart-
ment in the house owned by Alice Jones and
had his office there and also in the Town
Hall.

While in Minerva, his wife Florence was
very active in the P.T.A. and helped start a
TEEN Canteen where the High School students
could meet and have fun on a Saturday night.

Dr. Rose left here and was employed by
the Sunmount Hospital at Tupper Lake, N.Y.,
until his retirement in September, 1982.

Dr. Rose and Florence had five children:
Linda who teaches School at North Creek, NY;
Marylin works for the University of
Massachusetts from which she graduated in
1966; Paula works in Binghamton, N.Y. She
graduated in 1968 from Harpur (SUNY
Binghamton). David is presently operating
his own garage in Schenectady, N.Y. and
Margaret graduated from SUNY Potsdam in
1978. She works for Columbia University in
New York City. They have four grandchildren
and two great grandsons.

ANCESTCRS

Bertholf

A letter came dated March 30 from
Ar leene Fisher of Carson City, Nevada,
asking about her Bertholf ancestors who were
born in Watkins Glen or Elmira, N.Y. Since
[ have never ever heard of that name I
suggested that she write to the historians
of Watkins Glen and Elmira.

Skinner

A letter came on May 9 from Mr. Wade C.
Wightman of Henderson, Michigan, asking
about the parentage of his great grand-
father, Perry Zuinless Skinner who was born
in Essex County, N.Y., July 27, 1820. We
were unable to be of any help except to
suggest that he write to the Essex County
Historian. Do you have any helpful
suggestions?

Husse lbeck
Sister Francesca Husselbeck of Albany
called at the Jones home on May 14. It was
her day off and she was making the most of
it. On a previous occasion she visited the
[rishtown cemetery but had never before been
in the hamlet of Minerva. We took her for a
ride to see the house where her grandfather

grew up. (It was later the home of Daniel
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Lynch). She also saw the spot where the
Jones store once stood, on the corner near
the present home of Earl West. Frank
Husselbeck worked there for a time around
1890, then in the Johnston store in
Olmstedville and later for many years he was
manager of John Joe Anderson's store in
North Creek.

Sister Husselbeck was shown the
beginnings of the road leading to the former
house of Michael Grant. He came into
possession of this place by marrying Sophia
Husselbeck West, widow of Lenox T. West, who
died as a result of wounds suffered in the
Civil War. Sophia bought the farm of
Leander West with the $1000 that Lenox
received for going to the war. She lived
only a year after their marriage in 1868,
and Michael Grant became owner of the farm.
In 1883, he married Emily Husselbeck,
adopted daughter of Frank and Anna Horan
Husselbeck.

The road to the Grant place is no longer
fit for cars to drive on, but Sister
Francesca plans to walk in some time soon to
see the place. She left here planning to
drive to a road where she knows there is a
bicycle path. She had a nice 10-speed
bicycle strapped to the back of her car.

I have now written to the Clerk or
Historian in Lawrence, Mass., hoping to find
out about Anna Horan, grandmother of Sister
Husselbeck.

)
Gates

A telephone call came on April 10 from
Schreveport, Louisiana, asking if I had
information proving that William Gates was
the son of Jirah Gates and Hannah Strong. I
assured here that Clarence Jones is also a
descendant of George Gates and Sarah
Olmstead and that I had the information that
she wanted. Two days later here came a
large Federal Express envelope containing a
letter from Mrs. Margaret Smitherman of
Schreveport, LA. Federal Express costs her
$10.75. 1 got together 36 pages of Gates
material that I copied for her at a charge
of 15¢ a page. It not only contained the
material that she asked for, but much more.
Soon another letter came from her with a
check for the copying and this, '"What a
wealth of information you have! I am 59
years old and just began my genealogy
interest this past Jan. Hadn't been
interested until an uncle mentioned that I
had 5 ancestors who came on the Mayf lower.
This did interest me and genealogy has con-
sumed my life ever since. I am amazed at




how little I knew of our beginnings. This
has opened up a whole new world of interest
for me".

I had asked how she got my name and
learned that Mrs. Sylvis Van Ander of
Hartford, N.Y., suggested she write to me.
I have corresponded with her a number of
times and know that she is the daughter of
Mrs. Brayton who was such a help to me years
ago when I was first looking for infor-
mation about the Gates and West families
who, according to church records, came to
Minerva from Hartford, N.Y.

¥*: % K. R K

Margaret Smitherman has now applied for
membership in the Colonial Dames and has a
few more connections to prove before being

accepted.
* X X X *

Olmstedville, N.Y. 12857.

IN MEMORIAM

IT'S PLUWP CHICKEN TIME

The Minerva Central School in
Olmstedville will again become the "Plump
Chicken Inn" on Saturday, Aug. 23, for the
Annual Heritage Dinner sponsored by the
Minerva Historical Society. Serving will
start at 5 p.m. until all are served.

The evening, which has a colonial theme,
will start with chicken and biscuit dinner
"with all the trimmings". Area entertainer
Mike Leddick-master of ceremonies, will
oversee a varied entertainment program.

This year's theme of the Society's
museum, Doctors and Medicine, will be
reflected in hand outs concentrating on
medicinal herbs.

VARIETY SHOW PLANNED

A variety show at the bandstand at
Minerva Lake is being planned for summer.
This is an annual event sponsored by the
Minerva Historical Society. More infor-
mation will be given at a later date.

NEW TOWN HISTORIAN

Deputy Historian, Noelle Donahue, has
been appointed by the Minerva Town Board as
Town Historian to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Mabel Jones. Clarence Jones
and Patricia Hewitt will be Deputy Town
Historians. Requests for information should
be addressed to Mrs. James Donahue, Box 46,

Mary Winters Coughlin
1899-1986

Mrs. George Coughlin of Schenectady,
N.Y., died April 23 in Ellis Hospital.
Although she is not a native of Minerva, she
is listed here because of her many connec-
tions with the town. Her husband was born
in Minerva December 16, 1892, to James and
Hannah McNamee Coughlin who lived in the
house that now belongs to Lucy Mullane.

After finishing grade school in Minerva,
George went to Schenectady to attend a busi-
ness school. There he lived in the Winters
home. After finishing his business course,
he became accountant in the Flynn Grocery
Chain in Schenectady, and he and Mary
Winters were married. In 1941, he became
chief accountant at Ellis Hospital and held
that position until 1961 when he retired.
He died January 26, 1975.

During the years that George's parents
lived, he and Mary spent their vacations in
Minerva. After their deaths George
inherited the property. He sold off several
building lots and when Minerva Lake was
being considered he gave several acres of
land which are not a part of the lake.
After selling the house, George and Mary
still kept in touch with their many friends
here and were always to be seen at the clam
bake as long as they were able.

Mary Winters Coughlin has a number of
nieces and grand nieces who have been help-
ful to her through the years. After the
death of her husband, Mary collected all of
his Minerva pictures and gave them to her
niece, Janet McAvoy of Wilton, N.Y., who
enjoyed being in Minerva while her husband
superintended the building of the Boreas
Bridge and at other times as well. Janet
and her niece brought the pictures to
Minerva, and after talking to Anna Kellogg,
it was decided that they should be given to
the Minerva Historical Society, so they were
brought to the home of the historian. One
was a fine picture of the Coughlin house
taken about 1900 with James and Hannah
Coughlin sitting in their yard with George,
a boy of 8. This picture has been framed
and hangs in the Town Hall.




Dr. Michael W. Justice
1927-1986

Dr. Michael W. Justice, who is listed on
page 127 of our new history, died May 25, at
his home in Minerva. He was born in
Arkansas City, Kansas, on August 23, 1927,
the son of the late Wayne and Alice Justice.
He graduated from the University of Kansas
Medical School in 1954. He was certified in
urology in 1963 and maintained his pro-
fessorship at Presbyterian Hospital in
N:Y..C:

Dr. Justice was a World War II phar-
macist's mate for five years, followed by a
27 year active duty career with the U.S.
Public Health Service. After his retirement
from the Public Health Service, he located
in Minerva in 1974 and established an office
of general practice.

He is survived by his wife of 35 years,
a daughter, Mrs. Thomas (Michelle) Tuohy, a
pharmacist; two sons, Lieut. Wayne Justice
of Washington, D.C. and Private Damian
Justice of Ft. Campbell, KY, and a brother,
Dr. Keith Justice of California.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday
evening at the Mainard Baker Funeral Home in
Warrensburg, conducted by Father Fish of
Olmstedville.

IN MEMCRIAM

Elizabeth Kneip
1932-1985

Elizabeth Evans Kneip died August 24,
1985, at her home in Mt. Arlington, N.J.
She was born January 16, 1932, in Winona,
Minn. to Richard Evans, Jr. and Dorothy
Engels. On June 4, 1955, she married Alfred
M. Kneip of Excelsior, Minn. He was an
engineer who worked for AT&T Bell Labs.
They lived in E! Paso, Texas, where their
first two sons, Robert and Daniel, were born
in 1957 and 1958. Their other two were born
in Kwajalein, Marshall Islands. Louis was
born in 1963 and Patrick was born in 1969.
Al was then working on a military program
for Bell Labs. He was next sent to Mt.
Arlington, N.J., where they have lived for
many years. Daniel is the only one of their
sons who is married. He has a daughter
called Ashlee. Patrick is the only one
still at home with his father. He is in
high school and plans to go to college.

Betty Evans graduated from the
University of Minnesota and became a high
school teacher of English and physical edu-
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cation. she continues to teach part time
after her marriage, doing so in both Texas
and Kwajalein and later in Mt. Arlington.
For five years she was secretary of a
Chemical Research Group.

In 1971, the Kneips first came to
Minerva when they were on a camping trip.
Betty knew that her great great grandfather,
Robert Evans, had lived in Minerva and she
found his grave and that of his wife in the
Baptist cemetery. She eventually found the
town historian and a great deal about the
Evans, Gates and West families from which
she was decended. Her great grandfather
Richard Evans, married Cynthia West,
daughter of Anson and Hannah Gates West.

The Kneip family has been in Minerva
many times since 1971, having rented one of
the LeBar camps on several occasions. Betty
attended our historical meeting in 1972 and
has enjoyed our quarterly ever since.

Mabe!l Merryfield Jones
1898-1986

Mabel Pearl Merryfield Jones, wife of
Clarence E. Jones, died Friday (June 6,
1986) at her home in Minerva. She was 87.
Born July 10, 1898, in Fowler, Colo., she
was the daughter of the late Elmer and Anna
Fornell Merryfield.

Mabel and her husband, Clarence,
celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary
the day before her death. )

She received her bachelor's degree from
the University of Colorado and taught school
in New Mexico for several years. She earned
her masters degree in religious education
from Columbia University in 1926 on a scho-
larship from the New York City Mission
Society and the American Baptist Home
Missions Society. She then worked at a
social agency, Judson Neighborhood House, in
New York City for two years.

Mabel was Sunday School Superintendent
for the Minerva Baptist church and was the
church historian. She belonged to the
Women's Society of the church and the choir.
She was town historian for many years and
was a charter member of the Minerva
Historical Society, serving in many
capacities.

Mabel and her husband owned and operated
Jones' General Store from 1936 to 1965.
Mabel and Clarence had two daughters,
Dorothy who married Wallace Many and lives
in Middletown, Conn., and Evelyn who married
Robert Kotula and they live in Pittsburgh,

PA. There are twelve grandchildren and
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three great grandchildren. There was a
Memorial Service on June 8th at the Minerva
Baptist Church with the Rev. Frances Breton

officiating.




