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MVFDR Inc. would like to  
congratulate  

Donald and Geraldine Plumley,  
2025 Town of Minerva  
Citizens of the Year! 

by Cameron Dubay 

Don joined the Fire Department in 
the summer of 1955, just weeks 
after graduating from Minerva 
Central School. MCS Teacher and 
Fire Department Secretary Archie 
Marino stopped Don while he was 
walking to the beach. Archie asked 
him for a dollar. After Don provid-
ed the dollar, Archie welcomed 
him into the Fire Department. To 
his surprise, Don had just paid his 
first of many annual membership 
dues. 

After taking a short break while in 
the army, Don returned to Miner-

Donald and Geraldinne Plumley 
2025 Citizens of the Year  

 by Michael Corey 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƊŜƴ /ƛǝȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ƎŜǘ 
ǘǿƻ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  

 

The Plumleys of Plumley Way in 
Minerva are quiet folks who are 
now sort of relaxing after years of 
being extremely active members 
of the greater Minerva communi-
ty. Their histories are lengthy and 
they have proudly made their 
mark. Both are happy to talk about 
what theyΩve done and gotten ac-
complished over the years, and it 
is a singular pleasure to talk with 
them; they are both very deserving 
of the title: 2025 Minerva Citizens 
of the Year, 

Having a conversation with Don 

MCS: A Place We Helped Shape, 
A Place That Shaped Us 

by Sharon Stone 
MCS Librarian ï 1997-2022 

hƴ сκнфκнрΣ aƛƴŜǊǾŀ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ  ϧ ǎǘŀũ ŎŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

This yearΩs museum theme and 
exhibit aƛƴŜǊǾŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΥ ! /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ 
ƻŦ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ set  the backdrop for 
the memories and the feels. There 
were smiles, laughter, and even a 
few choked-back tears as this 
crew—spanning more than 50 
years of dedication to MinervaΩs 
students and community—
gathered to share time and space 
once again. 

Jack Alexander was our άseniorέ in 
this class of lifelong learners. Hired 
in 1963 and retiring in 1995 Jack 
spent 32 years at MCS. Not far be-
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[ƛƴŘŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŦƻǊŘΣ {ǳǎŀƴ DǊŜŜƴŜΣ [ŀǳǊŀ ²Ŝǎǘ 
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QUARTERLY  EDITOR  

Sharon Stone 
PO Box 81 

Minerva, NY 12851 
ƳƘǎǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  

 

BECOME  A  CONTRIBUTOR  

A friendly call to writers,  
photographers and local history  

admirers alike:  Send us photos of 
Minerva artifacts, family photos and   

writings of yesteryear. 
 

vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

Heidi Kelly 
Kathy Halloran 

Geraldine Plumley 
Teresa Brannon-Strohmeyer 
Distribution:  Ann Hornbeck 

 

tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ  
January, April, July and October 

CHANGE  OF A DDRESS 
If your email or mailing address 
has changed, please update the 

Society at 
 

ƘŀƭƭƻǊŀƴƪŀǘƘȅуϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  

OFFICERS 
President:  Nancy Shaw 

Vice President:  Ronnie Silver 
Secretary: Sharon Stone 
Treasurer:  Julie Milner 

 

T RUSTEES 
Michael Corey 
Michael Lynn  

Kate McCormick 
Julie Milner 

Cynthia Perkins 
Ronnie Silver 

Teresa Brannon Strohmeyer 
Cameron Dubay 

 

F  RðA   9/30/2024 
GF Operations Checking                $27,048.05 
Restricted                                            $7,409.73 
Unrestricted                                       $19,638.32 
Custodial Accounts 
Vanderwhacker Tower                        $1,804.71 
Bi-centennial Committee*                    $5,605.02 
Switzer Building Fund                          $1,768.95 
Total                                                    $9,675.43 
Investments 
Community Trust 
CD                                                     $10,272.94 
Vanguard                                               
     Operating Reserve                       $46,090.87 
     Bowie 
Fund                                    $193,197.13 
     Mabel Jones Scholar-
ship              $71,340.92 
Scholarship Liability (check requested)  -
$5,000.00 
 
* Changing account name to Veterans Monu-
ment 
 Preservation because funds were set aside for 
this  

FINANCIAL  REPORTSñA S OF 6/30/2025 

/ŀǎƘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ  

GF Operations Checking                               $ 21,407.05 

Community Bank Checking                          $   5,000.00 

Switzer Building Fund $   1,518.28  

Federal Flats  $   4,720.14  

/ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ CǳƴŘǎ  

Vanderwhacker Tower                                 $   1,769.61  

Bi-centennial Committee                     $   6,517.47 

LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ  

Community Trust CD $    5272.94  

±ŀƴƎǳŀǊŘ  

Operating Reserve $  49,214.34  

Bowie Fund $206,221.79  

Mabel Jones Scholarship Fund $  69,705.66  
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!ǇǊƛƭ ннΣ нлнр ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ aŜŜǝƴƎ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 
 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
§ We are working on updating our 

Trustee Directory and Committee 
List.  

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Cash Accounts   
§ GF Operations Checking $ 16,985.56 
§ Community Bank Checking $ 5,000.00 
§ Switzer Building Fund $ 4,420.14 
§ Federal Flats Checking $ 1,804.71 
§ Federal Flats Savings $ 5,819.14 
Custodial Funds   
§ Vanderwhacker Tower $ 1,768.95 
§ Bi-centennial Committee $ 6,517.47 
Investments   
§ Community Trust CD $ 5,000.00 
Vanguard   
§ Operating Reserve $ 45,974.98 
§ Bowie Fund $192,139.12 
§ Mabel Jones Scholarship Fund $ 

71,041.60 
aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
§ 2 new members 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
§ The required NYS Annual Report has 

been filed 
aǳǎŜǳƳ 
§ Special Reception for MCS Retirees 

on June 28th at the Museum 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
§ A cemetery tour and power point 

program is in the works.   
§ Discussions with the Newcomb His-

torical Museum to schedule a visit to 
preview their new exhibit. 

§ Possible program on family trees for 
children is being discussed 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ  
§ A visit to MCS is being planned for 

late April to meet with students in 
the Junior and Senior classes to dis-
cuss the MHS Post-Secondary Award. 
This award was first given in June 
2024 and requires interested stu-
dents to use an application process 
designed by the scholarship com-
mittee. To date, two graduates of 
MCS have received the MHS Post-
Secondary Award. 

§ The Scholarship Committee will be 
meeting in May. 

§ tǳōƭƛŎ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ 
§ The April Quarterly was mailed on 

time. The MCS Administrative theme 
was a big hit.  The July Quarterly will 

center around Minerva day. 
§ Tee website is being kept current. 
§ Social Media is being utilized to pro-

mote programming. 
§ The digital town signs have ads up 

and running for us. 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 
§ The results of the CAP Grant Building 

Report were discussed.  A presenta-
tion needs to be made to the town 
and community concerning the con-
dition of the Museum building and 
the needed repairs. 

LǊƛǎƘǘƻǿƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ 
§ Nothing to report 
hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
§ There is no phone or Internet at the 

museum.  Sharon will look into op-
tions provided by SLIC. 

§ Replacement sign for Aiden Lair – 
Teresa will look into possibilities 

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
§ Teddy Roosevelt Weekend is Sep. 11-

14.  Nancy and Teresa are attending 
planning meetings 

§ Hornbeck Boat Raffle – Tickets need 
to be printed and envelopes stuffed. 
We will have a table at the Junior 
Class Auction to sell tickets. 

§ Past Perfect:  Sharon is getting train-
ing to the online version through 
Warrensburgh Historical Society. 

§ Minerva Day Parade:  
§ The Society needs a float and a com-

mittee 
 

I N  T HIS  I SSUE 

Donald & Geraldine Plumley MVFD 1,4 

Museum Reception 1,4 

Citizens of the Year  1,5 

Society Business & News 2-3 

Sleeping Giant Seniors History 6 

Minerva Day Parade/Photo Win-
ners 

7 

Mabel Jones Scholarship 7 

Crawlspace Canine Mystery 7 

In Memorium 8 

Museum Notes 9 

Membership Form 9 

Museum Reception Photos 10 

Hello from your newest MHS 
Board member! 
My name is Cameron Dubay, and 
IΩm proud to join the Minerva His-
torical SocietyΩs Board of Trustees. 
Some of you may remember my 
grandmother, Edna (Lynn) Dubay; 
others may simply know me as 
άKeithΩs boy.έ 

IΩve lived in Minerva all my life and 
graduated from Minerva Central 
School in 2009. I currently serve as 
the Minerva Operations Manager 
with the Johnsburg Emergency 
Squad, and IΩve spent the past 12 
years working as an EMT-Critical 
Care with the Lake George Emer-
gency Squad. 

My interest in emergency services 
began early. In 2006, I joined the 
Minerva Fire Department and Res-
cue SquadΩs Junior Program—after 
years of tagging along on calls 
sometimes by bike or catching 
rides with my dad. Today, IΩm 
proud to serve as the Depart-
mentΩs Historian, working with 
neighboring squads to help pre-
serve and document their local his-
tories. 

IΩm honored to bring that same 
passion for preservation to this 
new role with the Historical Socie-
ty, and I appreciate the BoardΩs 
warm welcome. I look forward to 
helping share MinervaΩs stories, 
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va and his role as a volunteer fire-
fighter. In April 1965, he was elect-
ed President of the Department 
and served for four years. Don 
stayed active throughout his time 
serving on the Board of Directors, 
Beach Party committees, and was 
appointed Assistant Chief several 
times. In the spring of 1976, he 
was elected Fire Chief and served 
in that role for three years, until 
returning to his previous position 
as Assistant.  

Jeri joined her husband DonΩs vol-
unteer work with the Fire Depart-
ment as a member of the Ladies 
Auxiliary and served as an officer 
of the team for many years. Join-
ing the Auxiliary gave Jeri, who 
was a registered nurse, the oppor-
tunity to join the Rescue Squad. 
For decades, Jeri brought sick and 
injured neighbors or friends to the 
hospital with Don as her ambu-
lance driver.  

JeriΩs background as an operating 
room nurse, home health care pro-
vider, and training coordinator, 
made her a natural in emergency 
medicine. In the 1970s, through a 
grant from Dr. Stewart, a CPR man-

ikin was bought, and several volun-
teers became Red Cross CPR  
Instructors, Jeri being one of them. 
She taught CPR classes for 25 
years, even after her time on the 
ambulance. 

The couple became New York 
State Certified EMTs when the op-
portunity arose locally, through 
the efforts of Rescue Squad Cap-
tain Bill Brannon. While Don fo-
cused his attention on the Fire De-
partment, Jeri spent time helping 
Fran Paradis and Kathy Halloran 
teach EMT classes at Minerva Cen-
tral School for many years. In 
1988, the Minerva Rescue team 
became Advanced Life Support 
Certified, and Jeri was among the 
first group to achieve the EMT-
Critical Care certification in the 
Mountain Lakes EMS Region. She 
held the ALS Tech ID #987 until her 
retirement in the summer of 1991.  

Without the hard work and dedica-
tion of volunteers like the Plum-
leys, we would not be where we 
are today. Thank you for the many 
sleepless nights, selfless acts of 
heroism, and paving the way for 
others!  

hind Jack in the lineup was Kristine 
Perryman, whose name is still spo-
ken with fondness—and the occa-
sional chuckle of frustration—by 
former students and parents alike. 
From administrators to faculty, bus 
drivers to cafeteria staff, and 
school board members past and 
present. Together this group rep-
resented the backbone of our tiny 
Adirondack school. 
Imagine being that teacher who 
found a thank-you note sheΩd 
written to a student back in 1996, 
tucked into a binder. A student 
who has since graduated—and is 
now sending ƘŜǊ son off to kinder-
garten this fall. That was just one 
moment in a sea of many during 
the reception. 
Hands reached out, touching pho-
tos as if they were the students 
themselves. 
άOMG, where did you find that?έ 
άOh, I remember this!έ 
These words echoed again and 
again as people revisited the mo-
ments that built their lives and ca-
reers. 
By far, the best part was the shar-
ing circle. Stories of time spent at 
MCS, favorite memories, and the 
joy of simply being together again 
created an atmosphere of warmth 
and gratitude. One clear, con-
sistent message came through: 
a/{ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ a/{ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ a/{ 
ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ, (ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ млύ 
It is. It truly is. 
 

Plumley—continued from page 1 Reception—continued from page 1 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ƭƭŜƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ /ƛǝȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 
DŜǊŀƭŘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ tƭǳƳƭŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

aƛƴŜǊǾŀ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜΦ  WƻǎŜǇƘ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ /ŀƴŘƛŎŜ IǳǎǎƻƴΣ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ 
/ƛŎŎŀǊŜƭƭƛΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ [ŀǿǎƻƴΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ 
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and Jeri is a memorable thing.  
Both like to talk about their ex-
tremely productive lives, especially 
Don. They met at the old Mountain 
View Hotel in Minerva back in 
1963 and were married the next 
year. Both did amazing things for 
the Minerva community (and oth-
ers) and for the people of the re-
gion for the next 35 or so years, 
getting involved in many important 
ways. When asked how it felt to be 
named Minerva Citizens of the 
Year for 2025, Don spoke for both 
of them: άItΩs a great honorέΦ  

After graduating from Albany  
Memorial Hospital Nursing School, 
Jeri became a licensed RN and be-
gan her career in the operating 
room at Glens Falls Hospital, 
where she worked for five years. 
She later served as an Occupation-
al Health Nurse for National Lead 
Industries in Tahawus and also 
filled in as a substitute school 
nurse at Minerva Central School. 

Jeri continued her education while 
working, earning a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Professional Arts from 
Saint JosephΩs College in North 
Windham, Maine, with a major in 
Occupational Nursing. She went on 
to become Health Services Direc-
tor and Training Coordinator for 
aide agencies in Essex, Warren, 
and Hamilton counties, and later 
served as an Occupational Health 
Nurse at International Paper in Ti-
conderoga, where she concluded 
her professional career. 

She became a New York State Cer-
tified Occupational Health Nurse 
and was recognized in WhoΩs Who 
in American Nursing and WhoΩs 
Who Among Nursing Specialists. 
Her highest honor came in 2020, 

high school. After his Army stint in 
the early слΩs, he served as Presi-
dent of the department for several 
years, Fire Chief for a few years, 
and Assistant Fire Chief. Don and 
Jeri worked together as EMTs, and 
for a number of years he drove the 
ambulance while she provided 
care in the back of the rig. They 
were quite the team!  

Today, Jeri and Don are involved in 
the Minerva Sleeping Giants, Mi-
nervaΩs  senior citizens group. After 
years of intense involvement with 
community activities, both agree: 
άWe love our peace and quiet. ItΩs 
been a joy and privilege to serve 
the people of Minerva over the 
years. People have indeed recog-
nized what we have done for the 
community, and we are grateful 
for thatέΦ  

when she was listed in the national 
publication WhoΩs Who in America. 
Jeri retired from the medical field 
in 2001. 

Don, JeriΩs husband of 62 years, 
has his own long list of accomplish-
ments. A native of Minerva, Don is 
full of plenty of stories about 
growing up in Minerva – if youΩre 
willing to listen for hours at a time, 
he will talk and will keep you thor-
oughly  interested. Don graduated 
from Minerva Central School in 
1955. After high school, he worked 
to help build the Plattsburgh Air 
Force base, and then an area of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway. After 
spending a few years in the Army, 
Don returned to Minerva, marrying 
up with Jeri. Prior to the marriage, 
Don also served as Minerva Little 
League Coach for five years. 

Don and Jeri moved into their  
current home on Plumley Way 
back in 1986, on land that had 
been in the Plumley family for 
years. He worked for 24 years with 
Finch Pruyn, where he was an 
equipment operator, working 
alongside John Paradis, who was a 
woodlands manager for the com-
pany. From 1964 to 1989, Don was 
a public servant in the Town of Mi-
nerva as Assessor and member of 
the Town Board. As a Town Board 
member, he was instrumental in 
expanding the Town Hall parking 
lot, making the Minerva Meal Site 
a reality, constructing the transfer 
station, and building a new water 
pump house and water tank on 
Ridge Road. In the мффлΩs, Don 
served for a full 5-year term on the 
MCS Board of Education.  

In 1955, Don joined the new Mi-
nerva Fire Department, right after 

Citizen— continued from page 1 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
  

 

The Society has made the deci-
sion to reduce the length of the 
Quarterly and color printing in our 
ongoing effort to reduce costs.  

 
There will be 10 pages or less 
in each Quarterly barring 

special circumstances where extra 
space is required. 
 

Printed copies will be mailed in 
B&W format.   
 
Digital copies which go to all 
members who have submitted an 
email address will be in color.  
 

We thank you for your under-
standing.  
 
Sharon Stone 
Quarterly Editor  
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Sleeping Giant Seniors:  
Still Going Strong After All 

These Years 
{ǘƻǊȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōȅ bŀƴŎȅ {ƘŀǿΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

ōȅ Wƻȅ IŜŀƭȅ 

If you were at the recent commu-
nity gathering, you probably saw 
Nancy Shaw up front with a stack 
of photo albums and a smile. But 
before she took the mic, Joy Healy 
gave her the kind of introduction 
only a longtime friend can pull off. 
άYears ago,έ Joy said, άShe was a 
spry little chicken running things at 
the Tri-County Nursing Home. She 
had her fingers in everything 
around town. And when the sen-
iors group started, she wasnΩt even 
a senior yet—but that didnΩt stop 
her from diving in.έ 
Back in May 1969, Nancy was di-
rector of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity in Minerva. She called 
a meeting to hear from Mr. Austin 
of the Tri-County Committee for 
the Aging, who talked about the 
benefits of having a senior citizens 
group. The idea clicked, a com-
mittee was formed, and by July 24, 
the Minerva 49ers were officially 
organized. 
HereΩs how the first leadership 
team shaped up: 
§ ¢ƻƳ {ƛƳƻƴǎ – President 
§ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ tƻǊǘŜǊ – VP 
§ 9ŘƛǘƘ 5ƛƳƛŎƪ – Secretary 
§ aŀōŜƭ ±ŀƴŘŜǊǿŀǊƪŜǊ – Treas 
From the get-go, this group was 
busy. They held covered-dish sup-
pers at the Town Hall, planned day 
trips, tested out new restaurants, 
and ran food sales and bazaars to 
help fund their activities. They 
even worked to get a mini-bus 
added to the Glens Falls route, just 
for Minerva seniors. And it 
worked—twice a month, rides 
rolled out. 

Cooperstown and Niagara Falls, 
museum visits across Vermont and 
the Adirondacks, the Ice Capades 
in Lake Placid, and even a day at 
the Saratoga Track in August. άThat 
Niagara trip?έ she said. άI had an 
infected tooth and was miserable. 
Got home and ran straight to the 
dentist!έ 
These days, sheΩs no longer run-
ning the show, but her pride is still 
clear. άOnce I got them going,έ she 
told the crowd, άthey kept going. 
Even when I was off working in 
North Creek, this group stayed in 
my heart.έ 
And theyΩre still at it—meeting 
monthly, welcoming new mem-
bers, and keeping the spirit alive. 
The photo albums are open, with 
empty pages waiting to be filled. If 
youΩve got pictures or stories, 
nowΩs the time to share. 

In 1979, the officers were  

§ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ WǳƎƻƴ  -  President  
§ {ŜǘƘ IƻǿŜ - Vice President 
§ /ŀǊƻƭ ²Ŝǎǘ - Secretary  
§ /ƘǊƛǎ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ - Treasurer 

The Committees were  

§ ²ƻǊƪ 5ŀȅ ϧ {ŜǿƛƴƎ 
§ Martha Johnson 
§ Edith Dimick 
§ Bernice Wells  

§ {ƛŎƪ 
§ Martha Johnson 

§ tǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ 
§ Lillian Compton 

Nancy brought photos from those 
early days—buggy rides at the first 
Minerva Day, lakeside picnics, holi-
day dinners at GallagherΩs (yes, 
ǘƘŀǘ GallagherΩs, where OPΩs is 
now), and even a canal boat ride. 
άSome of you will recognize the 
faces,έ she said. άSome, maybe 
not. But every single one helped 
build what we have now.έ 
She also passed around a newspa-
per from 1999. άDonΩt ask me how 
I still have it,έ she laughed, άbut it 
was 40 cents and full of history.έ In 
it was a short note about the 
groupΩs holiday party, which, 
starting that year, became the mo-
ment they began exchanging 
Christmas cards—another tradition 
that stuck. 
In 1981, the group changed its 
name from the Minerva 49ers to 
the Minerva Senior Citizens Club, 
and later took on the nickname 
Sleeping Giant Seniors—a nod to 
the mountain range many in town 
say looks like a reclining figure. 
(Or, as one attendee put it, άWe 
always called it the Sleeping Indi-
an, back when we were kids.έύ 
Nancy also shared a list of the 
groupΩs most memorable 
outings—overnight trips to 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /ƻǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ !ōƛƎŀƛƭ tƭŜǎǎ ƻǇŜǊπ
ŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻŘŘŜǎǎ aƛƴŜǊǾŀ tǳǇǇŜǘ 
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Minerva Day Parade Winners 
by Heidi Kelly 

Another Minerva Day Parade is in the 
books. Thanks to all alumni, business-
es, organizations, and individuals who 
participated. If you wore a character 
costume--thank you for being great 
sports. Those costumes are very hot!  

A special thanks to those who helped 
pull it all together, David McNally, 
Katy Smith, Theresa Fish, Scott Fish, 
(who jumped in at the last minute 
yesterday), Nancy W. Shaw, and 
Sporty. Thanks also to our judges, 
Audrey Fish, Emily Kelly, and Ronnie 
Silver and to our emcee, Nick Kelly.  

I am beyond grateful for everyone's 
support! 

You are all winners in my book, but 
the winners of the parade awards are: 

§ The Spirit of Minerva 
The Goddess Minerva Puppet  

§ Best in Show Organization 
Minerva Youth Program 

§ Best in Show Business 
K and K Repair. 

§ Best in Show Classic Car 
1933 Ford Pickup (Sporty Beal) 

§ Best in Show Most Original or 
Unique 
Gem Radio Theater Witches 

§ Best in Show Character  
Smokey the Bear 

§ Best in Show Marching Group 
Camp Che-na-wah  

§ Best in Show Musical Group  
The Minerva Day Band 

§ MCS Alumni Spirit Award 
The O'Brien Family 

§ Special Recognition 

§ Minerva Historical Society 

§ Girls Game Night 

Photo Contest Results - Judged by 
Sandra Nestlerode-Hale 

§ 1st Place Michael Corey  
"Pitcher Plant in Flower" 

§ 2nd Place Lisa Salamon  
"Brilliant Morning Color" 

§ 3rd Place Bryce Mitchell  
"Calm after the Storm" 

§ 4th Place Thomas Reagan  
"White Spruce Cone-Female" 

The Curious Case of the 
Crawlspace Canine  
by Michael Corey 

Sometimes the oddest things will 
show up during a building condition 
exploration.  Case in point: This past 
February, Mark Thaler of Thaler Reilly 
Wilson, contracted to check out the 
condition of the MHS Museum build-
ing in Olmstedville, spotted (with the 
help of a strong flashlight) the skele-
ton of a dog.  The remains were found 
beneath the main building, several 
yards into the narrow crawlspace of 
the building.  

After this interesting disclosure, MHS 
Trustee Corey, who is fond of crawl-
ing/slithering around in tight spaces, 
further investigated this report later 
in May of this year, and with the help 
of a tricked-out garden hoe, pulled 
out parts of the skeletal remains. The 
thought was that perhaps there might 
be a tag attached to the collar, which 
could then allow for an opportunity to 
track down the owner of the dog. This 
could possibly bring closure to the 
missing dog mystery. Using the 
tricked-out hoe, the skull, a jawbone, 
and the collar were retrieved from 
beneath the building.  

The results: no tags were found on 
the old collar, so this unfortunate situ-
ation deepened the mystery. The skull 
belonged to a big dog, possibly a Ger-
man shepherd or other substantial 
dog. The thought was that at some 
point many years ago, the dog man-
aged to crawl under the main building 
and then perish. This was likely prior 
to the office/bathroom addition to 
the building, which was placed around 
40 years agoΧΦ ItΩs a pretty good mys-
tery.  

Mabel Jones Scholarship for  
Academic Excellence  Award 

The Minerva Historical Society is 
pleased to award a $10,000  Mabel 
Jones Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence to Valedictorian  
Addison McCall, Class of 2025 

Addison graduated at the top of 
her class from Minerva Central 
School, where she distinguished 
herself through both academic 
achievement and outstanding 
leadership. During her high school 
years, she participated in Academ-
ic Bowl, Youth and Government, 
National Honor Society, chorus, 
Culture Club, yearbook, and nu-
merous class fundraising efforts. 

A dedicated student leader, Addi-
son was elected Class President all 
four years of high school. She will 
attend SUNY Plattsburgh this fall, 
where She is enrolled in a rigorous 
five-year program that combines 
undergraduate and graduate stud-
ies in Adolescent Education, with a 
concentration in English, culmi-
nating in both a BachelorΩs and a 
MasterΩs degree The Society con-
gratulates Addison on her many 
accomplishments and is proud to 
support her continued academic 
journey through this award. 
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tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ aƻǊƛŀǊǘȅ  
aŀȅ олΣ мфор ς WǳƴΦ мсΣ нлнр 

Mrs. Patricia H. (Jackson) Moriarty, 90, of 
Olmstedville, passed away Monday morn-
ing, June 16, 2025. Born in 1935 in 
Olmstedville, she resided for most of her 
life in the house her grandfather built. 
She was the daughter of the late Vernon 
and Ruth Brannon Jackson. 

Patricia, known by her loved ones as 
Muzz, Patsy, Pat, Aunt Pat or Grandma, 
was preceded in death by her husband of 
60 years, Daniel. 

Pat is survived by her brother and sister, 
Pete (Rose) of Cedar Rapids, IA and Susie 
(Tim) of Lake Oswego, OR; sister-in-law, 
Judy, of North Creek; two sons and two 
daughters, Kevin (Judy) of Frederick, MD, 
Kimberly and Kelly of Lansdale, PA, and 
Kerry (Stephanie) of Guilderland, NY; and 
five grandchildren, Rebecca, Theresa, 
Daniel, Kathryn, and William. She also 
leaves many nieces, nephews, and 
friends. All will dearly miss her. 

She will be remembered as a much loved 
and loving mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt, cousin, and friend. Favorite memo-
ries include her love of sweets (especially 
chocolate cake, and ice cream) and pea-
nut butter. She was a wonderful baker of 
chocolate cream, apple, and lemon me-
ringue pies. An avid piano player, she also 
enjoyed knitting and sewing. Throughout 
her life, she truly enjoyed the company of 
many canine companions. She loved the 
great Adirondack outdoors, spending time 
hiking, cross-country skiing and biking. 

Pat worked as a USPS rural mail carrier, 
delivering mail on the Hoffman/Loch Mul-
ler and beyond route for 25+ years, mak-
ing long-lasting connections with her 
postal patrons. Upon retirement, she ven-
tured on many RV trips around the US 
with her husband as well as trips to Eu-
rope. A devout Catholic, she was a life-
long member of St. Joseph's Church. 

Visitation is from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 19 at Edward L. Kelly Fu-
neral Home in Schroon Lake, NY. Funeral 
service will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
June 20, at St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 
with Fr. Philip Allen officiating.  

strangers, and dining at her favorite  
restaurants, especially Sticks and Stones. 

Kitty loved music and was an accom-
plished pianist. Anywhere she went, if 
there was a piano there, youΩd find her in 
front of it. She also taught herself to play 
her motherΩs viola and played in local 
orchestras and small groups for many 
years. She spent her last years working on 
a book about her motherΩs and her own 
life stories. 

In recent years, Kitty was delighted to 
meet and get to know her late husband 
PaulΩs niece, Ann Vondrak, who moved to 
the area and helped Kitty reconnect with 
the Vondrak family. 

Kitty is predeceased by her husband, Paul 
Vondrak, her children, Andrew and Kris-
tin, her parents, and her half-brothers 
Ronald (Chris) Halloran and Michael Hal-
loran. 

She is survived by her two brothers and 
their spouses, Andrew and Katherine Hal-
loran of Olmstedville, NY and George and 
Marcia Halloran of Key West, Florida. Kitty 
also leaves behind nieces Mary (Steve) 
Halloran, Alice Halloran, Nellie (Joseph) 
Halloran, Lisa Halloran, and Katie Pearl 
(Ricky) Halloran, and nephews Andrew 
(Megan) Halloran, Charles Halloran, 
James (Danielle) Halloran, Edwin Halloran, 
Christopher Halloran, and Shane Halloran, 
along with 4 grandnieces, 8 grandneph-
ews, and other extended family. She is 
also remembered by many dear friends, 
including Kylen Kline-Tromblee. 

/ŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŜ όYƛǧȅύ ±ƻƴŘǊŀƪ 
5ŜŎΦ мпΣ мфплτaŀȅ уΣ нлнр 

Catharine (Kitty) Vondrak 84, died peace-
fully on May 8, 2025. Born Catharine 
Louise Halloran on December 14, 1940 in 
Brooklyn, NY to Alice Gonnoud Halloran 
and Donald Halloran, Kitty and her two 
brothers were raised by their mother. She 
had fond memories of her childhood in 
Ridgewood, New Jersey. Her mother, Al-
ice, enrolled in a NY State Teacher Certifi-
cation program, during which the family 
spent summers at the Shevlin farm in 
Irishtown, NY. The family moved to Cape 
Vincent in 1951, to Star Lake in 1956, and 
a year later to Lockport, where Kitty grad-
uated from high school in 1958. 

Kitty attended DΩYouville College in Buffa-
lo, receiving a degree in English in 1962, 
after which she moved to Germany to 
teach. There she met the love of her life, 
an American soldier, Paul Vondrak, of 
Chicago, IL. They soon married, and upon 
completion of PaulΩs service, returned to 
the U.S. They spent time in Illinois while 
Paul went to college, then moved to Alba-
ny, NY, and eventually settled with their 
two children in Greenfield Center, NY. In 
1969, Kitty nearly died in a tragic automo-
bile accident that took the lives of her 
husband, children, and mother. 

Later, Kitty settled in Schroon Lake where 
she and a companion built her beloved 
home in the woods. She had a small farm 
with goats, pigs, and chickens. At age 37 
she decided to become an attorney, grad-
uating from Franklin Pierce Law School in 
Concord, New Hampshire in 1981. Kitty 
then returned to Schroon Lake and 
worked for a law firm before she started 
her private law practice. She was a dedi-
cated attorney and fiercely represented 
her clients in local and county courts. 

Kitty lived an adventurous life which in-
cluded sailing trips, a shipwreck on a de-
serted island, climbing the 46 High Peaks, 
and traveling. A cat person, she cherished 
the many years she had with her favorite 
feline, Kochka. She was also stubborn as 
hell, and refused to look at screens for 
decades until the 2024 presidential de-
bate. 

She enjoyed organic gardening, political 
activism, the arts, spending time with 
family and friends, conversations with 

 Serenity Moehringer and  Mila Arseneau 
granddaughters of Cynthia Perkins carry-
ing the Historical Society banners.  
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Museum Notes & Notables 
by Cynthia Perkins 

One hundred years of memories is 
a lot to pack into a single building, 
but weΩve done our best. This 
yearΩs exhibit celebrates άMinerva 
Schools: A Century of Memories,έ 
and weΩd love for you to stop by 
and see what weΩve pulled togeth-
er. Whether you're looking for 
your senior photo, hoping to spot 
a favorite teacher, or just curious 
about how the school has grown, 
there's something here for you. 
The museum is open Thursday 
through Sunday, м–п PM, and 
yes—the air conditioning is on and 
working just fine! 
WeΩre especially excited about a 
new project in the works: Dawn 
Galusha-Hoctor is building a 3D 
model of Minerva Central School, 
not just the building as it stands 
now, but every wing, nook, and 
addition from the past century. ItΩs 
a fascinating way to see the 
schoolΩs history take shape, and 
we canΩt wait to share it with you 
once itΩs ready. 
So come flip through the year-
books, browse the class photos, 
and take a moment to remember 
the places and people that helped 
shape who we are. History lives 
here. Come find yourself. 
Note of Thanks: As always, this ex-
hibit would not have come togeth-
er without the help of some ex-
traordinary folks: my Yearbook 
Yeomen, who combed through 70 
years of class memories; my Care-
taker Collective, who tackled every 
dusty corner; my Photography 

Preservationists, who brought a 
century of photo history into focus; 
and, of course, my Legacy Lenders, 
who opened their hearts and their 
attics to share all things education-
al. 

Town of Minerva News 

 
Thank you to 
Northern Ma-
sonry for repair-
ing and restoring 
the monument 

in front of the Town Hall.   

Thank you to our Minerva Day 
Committee, community, and guest 
for helping us to have another suc-
cessful Minerva Day.   

Special thanks to Heidi Kelly for 
your many years of dedication in 
coordinating, planning, and for 
your overall commitment to the 
Town of Minerva. You have spent 
many years organizing the parade, 
and this was your final year. We 
donΩt know how we will manage 
without you, but we will do our 
best to make you proud. 

Special thanks as well to SportyΩs 
Iron Duke Saloon for his generosi-
ty, each year, in allowing the Town 
Parade to start from his parking 
lot. We appreciate you. 

Our ConcertΩs in the Park series 
has begun and we are thrilled to 
see community members in 
attendance. 

The Youth Program is off to a great 
start with many staff members re-
turning.  The children are having a 
great time.   

The  site is fully prepared for when 
the new cell tower arrives.  

 We are looking forward to a great 
summer. 

 

 aLb9w±! IL{¢hwL/![ {h/L9¢¸ 

th .ƻȄ мΣ hƭƳǎǘŜŘǾƛƭƭŜΣ b¸ мнурт 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

Date __________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for 
$______________________________ 

Name__________________________ 

Mailing Address__________________ 
_______________________________ 

City ___________________________ 
State ___________  Zip ___________ 

Phone(s)
_______________________________ 

Email (s)
_______________________________
_______________________________ 

Quarterly Default Delivery - E-mail. 

____ Prefer Print Copy 
5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƻ  
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ƻǳǊ  
vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ  

Please make checks payable to:  

aƛƴŜǊǾŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омǎǘ ƻŦ 
ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘŀȄ ŘŜŘǳŎǝōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿΦ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 5ǳŜǎ 

 ____Annual Membership $20. 

____[LC9 Membership $1000  

In addition to my dues, I would 
like to make a donation of: 

$___________ 
 

Thank you for supporting our  

local history 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ .Ǌŀƴƴƻƴ-
{ǘǊƻƘƳŜȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎ 

ŀŘƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǎǘŜǇǎΦ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100065088035026&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbNZWBUw66IEyL-7caxO3DHabTTCJzrPboF51f0JsxRgsfrYN4QIlXeYmm88cwSvUM864xWldmOMdajHo8rPgWLCoBxSWrfmDqRJo47piZQZWIqVr7mCHic13E4IMxxePvW7I6Gz2zXLRk6Q46tLNHojoylTh-rmC6IbVlZ-zDiblEukDWH0_c-qyG
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100065088035026&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbNZWBUw66IEyL-7caxO3DHabTTCJzrPboF51f0JsxRgsfrYN4QIlXeYmm88cwSvUM864xWldmOMdajHo8rPgWLCoBxSWrfmDqRJo47piZQZWIqVr7mCHic13E4IMxxePvW7I6Gz2zXLRk6Q46tLNHojoylTh-rmC6IbVlZ-zDiblEukDWH0_c-qyG
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Minerva Historical Society 
PO Box 1 
Minerva, NY 12851 

IŜƛŘƛ YŜƭƭȅΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ CŀǊǊŜƭƭΣ  
wŀȅƳƻƴŘ /ƛŎŎŀǊŜƭƭƛ /ŀƴŘƛŎŜ Iǳǎǎƻƴ 

wŀȅƳƻƴŘ /ƛŎŎŀǊŜƭƭƛΣ WŀŎƪ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ WŀƳƛŜ aŎbŀƭƭȅΣ 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ŜŘŘƛŎƪ WŀŎƪ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ bŀƴŎȅ {Ƙŀǿ 

¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ CŀǊǊŜƭƭΣ [ŀǳǊŀ ²Ŝǎǘ 
WŀƳƛŜ aŎbŀƭƭȅΣ DŜƳƳŀ 
aŎbŀƭƭȅΣ DŀōǊƛŜƭƭŜ aŎbŀƭƭȅ 

YǊƛǎǝƴŜ ϧ !ǊǘƘǳǊ 
tŜǊǊȅƳŀƴ YƛƳ aƻƴǘƘƻƴȅΣ DƭŜƴƴ [ŀƴƎ 


